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Editorial
Welcome to the May 2020 issue of the Welton
NEWS. This is a strange time and a strange issue.
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we are unable
to produce a printed issue of the NEWS for the first
time since it was founded in June 1999. The deputy
editor and I have done our best to put together a
magazine that we hope will bring you some reading
enjoyment.
We have tried to keep this issue upbeat and
positive, to entertain you and to shine a spotlight
on the people in our community who have
demonstrated what community spirit means and
who have gone out of their way to help others.
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photographs in the article written by Grahame, the
sewing project from Jill and Jack Falcon’s Nature
Watch. I hope you all enjoy the extra photographs
and colour in this issue.
A new feature for this month is a short story by JP
Melville featuring Sgt Long (page 25). I’m sure
you’ll enjoy it as much as I did and will look forward
to reading more about Sgt Long in the coming
months.
If the Sgt Long story or anything else in this issue
inspires you to put pen to paper (or fingers to
keyboard) I’d love to hear from you.
Finally, there will be people who are not aware that
we have published this issue on the website, so
please tell everyone you know where they can read
their copy of the May 2020 NEWS.
Dorothy Russell

Advertisers

Our usual contributors have had little or nothing to
report because their groups and organisations
have not been active during this lockdown period.
Grahame Dunkin of the Dunholme Camera Club
has told us about how the club is continuing to
meet via YouTube and has also given some
guidance on how to get a bit more out of your
camera (page 11). If you have a camera, why not
take it with you on your daily walk; and if you want
to send those photos to us for publishing on our
website or in our next issue, we’d love to have
them. Jim Blainey, the NEWS photographer, has
taken his camera with him and you can see some
of his photos in this issue.
Jill Brown of the Sewing Bee has kept her group
busy making scrubs and bags for the NHS and you
will find a VE Day bunting project from Jill in this
issue (page 21).
One positive aspect of publishing only on our
website is that we are not limited on space or
colour, so we can use plenty of photographs. I’ve
taken advantage of this by using lots of

As you probably know, the Welton NEWS is run by
volunteers and supported by advertising. During
the Covid-19 pandemic, many of the people who
advertise in the NEWS and whose adverts pay for
the printing of the magazine have had to suspend
their businesses as directed by the government.
Because of this and because we are not producing
a print version of the May issue, there are no
adverts in this online magazine.
Some of our advertisers, I know, are still operating
their businesses, for example the Welton Paper
Shop, K Carchedi Accountancy, Slimming World
and J Marshall Funeral Directors. There may be
others, such as solicitors, will writers, gardeners,
electricians and plumbers, offering limited
services. The adverts for all businesses can be
found on the advertising page of the NEWS website
and if you need their services you can contact them
using the information in their adverts to see if they
are able to help.
I would like to say thank you to everyone who
advertises in the NEWS for supporting us over the
years. I hope that you will all be back up and
running a successful business again very soon and
that we can work with you once again.
Dorothy Russell
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Chuckles from Des’s Corner
Cliff’s philosophy as told to Norm in Cheers.
“Well you see, Norm, it’s like this: a herd of
buffalo can only move as fast as the slowest
buffalo. And when the herd is hunted, it is the
slowest and weakest ones at the back that are
killed first. This natural selection is good for the
herd as a whole, because the general speed and
health of the whole group keeps improving by
the regular killing of the weakest members.
In much the same way, the human brain can
only operate as fast as the slowest brain cells.
Now, as we know, excessive intake of alcohol
kills brain cells. But naturally, it attacks the
slowest and weakest brain cells first. In this
way, regular consumption of beer eliminates
the weaker brain cells, making the brain a faster
and more efficient machine. And that, Norm, is
why you always feel smarter after a few beers.”

It was April and the Aboriginals in a remote part of
Northern Australia asked their new elder if the
coming winter was going to be cold or mild. Since
he was an elder in a modern community he had
never been taught the old secrets. When he
looked at the sky he couldn’t tell what the winter
was going to be like. Nevertheless, to be on the
safe side, he told his tribe that the winter was
indeed going to be cold and that the tribe should
collect firewood to be prepared. But being a
practical leader, after several days he had an idea.
He walked out to the telephone booth on the
highway and called the Bureau of Meteorology. “Is
the coming winter in this area going to be cold?”,
he asked. The meteorologist responded, “It looks
like this winter is going to be quite cold.” So the
elder went back to his people and told them to
collect even more wood in order to be prepared.
A week later, he called the Bureau of Meteorology
again. “Does it still look like it is going to be a very
cold winter?” The meteorologist again replied,
“Yes, it’s going to be a very cold winter.” The elder
again went back to his community and ordered
them to collect every scrap of firewood they could
find.
Two weeks later the elder called the bureau again.
“Are you absolutely sure that the winter is going to
be very cold?” he asked. “Absolutely,” the man
replied. “It’s looking more and more like it is going
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to be one of the coldest winters ever.” “How can
you be so sure?” the elder asked.
“The
weatherman replied, “There are reports that the
Aboriginals are collecting firewood like crazy, and
that’s always a sure sign.”

Dunholme Lodge Open
Gardens
It is with deep regret that we are cancelling our
garden open days this year due to the situation
with coronavirus. It is a decision that had to be
taken to keep people safe in accordance with
government and National Garden Scheme
instructions.
We hope to resume opening in 2021. In the
meantime, we are taking the opportunity to make
a few improvements and make the gardens even
better for visitors.
We look forward to welcoming you in happier
times in 2021.
Lesley and Hugh
Dunholme Lodge
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LETTERS to the Editor…
The Editor welcomes views on any topic of interest to
your fellow Welton residents. You can send your letters
to: The Editor, Welton NEWS, c/o Parish Office, 7 Lincoln
Road, Welton, LN2 3HZ; or to weltonnews@gmail.com.
You must include your name and address; the address
will not normally be published and your name will be
published only with your permission.

Dear Editor,
We would like to say a massive thank you to the
kind and thoughtful lady who brought us a box of
chocolates.
The lady said that she wanted to show her support
to our staff as they continue working in difficult
circumstances with the uncertainty of Covid-19.
This amazing gesture was a huge boost to our staff
team and was gratefully received.
The lady did not want to leave her name, so we
cannot say thank you personally, so we hope that
you are reading this letter and can see how much
your thoughtfulness and generosity is appreciated.
Heather Laing
Service Lead
Elysium Healthcare
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banks; a tremendous experience, which, at the
time, was just what I needed in quite a warm
summer. The journey took some four days at a
leisurely saunter, so to speak. There were some
truly historical sights and sites to explore on the
way, without straying too far from the becks,
joining into eaus and dykes coming in from all
angles and noting the maintenance of the dykes
and drains in particular. My journey was made as
part of an overall survey of our waterways no
matter how minor but with particular reference to
the wildlife, which could readily be seen and
observed with my binoculars. I was armed with a
folding seat and a huge backpack, with all my
necessaries, but none of the sound technicians,
editorial and logistics staff, directors, and general
hangers-on you see on TV these days; observers
and their entourage that can frighten the life out of
some of the wild creatures.

Dear Editor,
Pat and I would like to say a huge thank you to our
neighbours in Northfield Road and Hackthorn Road
for their wonderful support during this time of
lockdown. We want to applaud them for the many
offers of help we have had.
Whilst the TV and newspaper journalists seem to
want to concentrate on as much bad news as they
can find, it is great that there are so many in our
community who are trying very hard to make the
best of this difficult time and help others.
Jim Blainey
Dear Editor,
Many moons ago I had the pleasure of tracking the
Welton beck from Deadman’s Spring off Cliff Road
in Welton, through Dunholme and Scothern,
thence to Stinton, Stainfield, onwards to
Langworth and further down towards Cherry
Willingham and Fiskerton; keeping a log of bird
sightings, sniffing and feeling droppings of all sizes
and shapes (after I’d eaten my sandwiches), and
particularly noting flowers and plants along the

Just recently I had cause to ponder why areas of
Dunholme and Welton, Scothern and Langworth
have surface water lying in great pools after spells
of quite heavy rain, and considered that it was not
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so only a few years ago. There was the odd
occasion when Dunholme beck overflowed at the
bridge by St Chad’s Church and in Scothern the
beck flooded a small amount near to the Methodist
Chapel, but that was down to lack of proper
maintenance of the storm drains. Looking into the
current cause I surmised that, in a ten acre field, for
instance, houses were being built at an alarming
rate. When it was an arable field or meadow it
absorbed the rain in quite short shrift. Although
the drains and ditches had disappeared with the
close ploughing to the hedges, and the hedges
reduced to a manageable metre or so as there was
no longer any livestock, when the field was built
on, the surface area of the field increased by some
40%, what with roofs, driveways, walkways, roads
and parking areas. All the rain was piped via brand
new guttering and downpipes and joined the main
surface water system, all new, to join the old
surface water systems in the villages, which were
already at capacity; the flow rate increased, and, as
the water found nowhere to go, at most of the
main confluences, flooding occurred. Surely it
must have been apparent that this was the
inevitable product of over-development in villages
where the infrastructure coped, but only just? We
have been plagued with over-development and
thoughtless construction. Someone should be
brought to task for miscalculating the effects of
surface areas. Fields, woods, hedges and verges
act like sponges given the chance; pristine pipes
don’t.
More things to think about I hope.
John Smallwood
Dear Editor,
Having read the report in the March issue of the
NEWS regarding the comments made at the
meeting of the parish council (page 10) reference
the replacement of the office windows, I feel there
needs to be some clarification on referrals of a
planning application to West Lindsey’s planning
committee.
Firstly, the committee does not hear appeals
against a refusal, that is the job of the planning
inspectorate. The committee will consider making
a decision as to granting or refusing provided a
district councillor can lay before them sound and
valid planning reasons for them to consider, in this
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case, the granting of permission. Those reasons
can be that the application is in line with the
National Planning Policy Framework, a policy or
policies in the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan or
those in a neighbourhood plan that covers the area
of the application.
Any referral to the committee must be lodged in
writing within 28 days of the application being
advertised, extensions to time are not covered; it
is only if the application is withdrawn and
resubmitted or a substantial variance is requested
that a new consultation process starts. Even then,
assuming the request for a committee decision is
submitted, there is no guarantee that it will be
granted; this is at the discretion of the committee
chairman.
Should the parish council wish to appeal to the
planning inspectorate that, of course, is their right,
but they will need the same valid planning reasons
as those I have outlined above, and to have any
chance of success they would be advised to use the
services of an independent planning consultant to
prepare the case for them, because WLDC will
almost certainly mount a robust defence. Planning
consultants do not come “at no cost”.
Perhaps the PC should consider reviewing the
neighbourhood plan to make it less “woolly” on
matters such as this.
Yours sincerely
Cllr Steve England, WLDC
End of Letters

More Land for Building?
Tenders have now closed for a 16-acre field to the
north of Eastfield Lane on the edge of the existing
housing. The land is said to have ‘long term
development potential’. Although presently in
agricultural use, the fact that it has existing housing
development adjoining it on two sides makes it a
clear target for future residential development.
The Welton Neighbourhood Plan is silent on
whether this would be supported by the parish
council. Guide price for the land is £500,000.
Graham Nicholls
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Community Aid During the
Covid-19 Pandemic
A community group for Welton and Dunholme has
been set up to provide information and assistance
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The central point
of contact is at the parish council office in Welton.
If you are in one of the recognised at-risk groups
and need help, or if you are able to volunteer
assistance, contact the group by phone on 860336
or by e-mail at communityaid19@yahoo.com.
Since the group was established over 200 people
from Welton, Dunholme and Scampton have
signed up to offer their assistance to those who are
self-isolating or shielding. What a terrific response
from the community.
For those people who use Facebook, there is a
Dunholme/Welton Area Coronavirus Aid page
where people are sharing information, offers of
help and requests for help, as well as sharing craft
and activity ideas for children and adults. There are
also lots of photographs of houses decorated with
rainbows, sunshine and animals. Many people in
both villages are sharing what they have. Books,
seeds and children’s toys are just some of the items
that people have put out for others to take.
The community group and the people who set up
the Facebook page are working together to get as
much information and help out there as possible.
Thank you to Linda and Julie at the Welton parish
office and to everyone who is keeping the
Facebook page updated and upbeat.
The Editor

LIVES: The Recipient of
Wonderful Community ‘Spirit’
On Wednesday 25th March, LIVES received a
donation from local gin producer, Lincoln Gin, who
have turned their skills to making hand sanitiser.
The charity had put out a call for help for hand
sanitiser to enable their army of community first
responders and medic responders to continue
their vital work during the Covid-19 pandemic. The
threat has meant that additional personal
protection equipment (PPE) is needed to ensure
the continued safety of the charity’s volunteers.
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Nikki Cooke, CEO at LIVES said, “The demand for
hand sanitiser had escalated and we needed more
stock than ever. We were overwhelmed by the
response to our call for help and we are so thankful
to Lincoln Gin who will allow us to provide high
quality sanitiser to our volunteers. Along with
hand sanitiser, the charity needed additional
protective masks and suits, so help from local
companies has really made a difference.”
Matthew Felgate from Lincoln Gin added, “It really
means a lot to help charities like LIVES who give so
much to our communities. I’m really pleased I
could help in these difficult times.”

Matthew Felgate, Lincoln Gin
The alcohol content of the hand sanitiser needs to
be at least 60% to be effective in helping fight the
Coronavirus, meaning distilleries are in a perfect
position to help.
Good hand hygiene is an effective part of helping
slow the spread of this virus and will mean that
volunteers can continue to respond to 999 medical
emergencies.

Welton NEWS
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St Mary’s Church News

New Hope
Alleluia, Christ is risen! With these words,
Christians throughout the world and down the ages
have greeted each other on Easter morning,
echoing those first disciples, discovering the empty
tomb, the risen Christ and the wonder of the
Resurrection. Indeed, we too did exactly that on
Easter Sunday, only a few days ago as I sit here
penning this note, but this year we did it very
differently. We still greeted each other, but we did
it by e-mail, by text (in capital letters because we
were SHOUTING!) via social media or even,
perhaps, by telephone. Whatever means we used,
the tradition was maintained, despite the current,
extraordinary, circumstances; and that gave me
cause for enormous hope.
It would be remiss of me not to mention the
Covid-19 pandemic, the reason for the unusual
straits in which we find ourselves; or to overlook
the terrible losses experienced throughout the
world, losses on a scale unprecedented, certainly
for our country, in living memory. However, my

intent here is not to dwell on our current plight;
after all, it is affecting every aspect of our existence
and it will continue to do so for some considerable
time yet, I am sure. Instead I want to focus on the
hope I mentioned previously.
The Easter message is fundamentally one of hope;
hope in the Resurrection; of new life; of new
beginnings. In these last few weeks, I have taken
considerable pleasure in seeing my garden return
to life after winter, green shoots appearing with
the blossom, the buzz of the bees around the
lavender and clouds of tiny birds flitting back and
forth to the feeders, going about their business
completely unaffected by current events. Nature,
God’s creation, continues and I have found it
restorative to be amongst it or just to enjoy the
view from the window, even if only for a few
minutes.
Christians across the spectrum have, of necessity,
found new ways of being at church, at least in
terms of their use of technology, whilst in some
ways returning to older ways and the early roots of
our faith, concentrating on sharing God’s word,
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fellowship and community; other things that have
in the past divided us now rendered irrelevant by
our current predicament, allowing us to
concentrate on what is important.
There is a sense, too, of a return to community,
which for many has long been lacking. People are
rediscovering that they have neighbours, reaching
out to help the isolated and the vulnerable,
whether that be doing their shopping, fetching
prescriptions, a friendly word with ‘new friends’,
no longer strangers, in the street (from a distance,
of course) or maybe just a phone call. If any good
could be considered to come from the current
situation ultimately when we look back, perhaps it
will be that we have rediscovered the importance
of human relationships.
Amongst all this uncertainty, there are indeed
green shoots to be seen; green shoots of hope!
Alleluia, Christ is risen. He is risen indeed: Alleluia!
God bless,
Revd Paul,
Curate, Churches of Welton, Dunholme &
Scothern

Light Up St Mary’s
St Mary’s church will be specially lit as follows:
Friday 15th May for David Nugent. “Treasured
memories of a loving husband and dad, who
passed away on 15th May 1994. Always in our
thoughts, too special to ever forget. All our love,
Judy and Sarah xx.”
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Threechurchespray
During May, St Mary’s, St Chad’s and St Germain’s
churches in our benefice will be praying for Welton
streets as follows: Cliff Road, Norbeck Lane, Chapel
Lane, Occupation Lane, Church Lane, Manor Road,
Green Lane, Sudbeck Lane and Ryland Road.
If you would like to join us as prayer triplets or
would like to know a bit more before you make up
your mind, please contact Glyn on 861907 or Dave
on 860986.

Welton Community Larder
Prompted by the current crisis, the churches in the
Welton area have opened a community larder,
aiming to reach
people who are
struggling to put
food on the table.
The aim is to help
those who live in
our local communities by being more accessible
than Lincoln.
We operate out of St Mary’s church, Welton, each
Thursday afternoon from 1.30pm to 3pm, as a
satellite of Lincoln Larder. We provide an
emergency three-day food parcel to people with a
food bank voucher. We also receive donations of
food just prior to opening.
People can access the vouchers through
organisations such as the Department for Work
and Pensions, Citizens Advice and Christians
Against Poverty (CAP) as well as locally through
church leaders and the Welton Parish Council
offices.
We are not a free supermarket; our aim is to meet
the needs of people who simply have no other
means of accessing food for themselves or their
family. In this time of crisis we recognise that
people can feel very vulnerable, isolated and
desperate. We hope that the Welton Larder will be
able to go some way towards alleviating these
issues.
For further information, please contact the Revd
Paul on 07946 116210.
End of St Mary’s News
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This Month in History
The month is named for Maia, the goddess of
growth. The Saxons referred to it as Thrimilce,
because at that time of year their cows could be
milked three times a day. The May flower is the lily
of the valley.
We may be looking forward to warmer weather but
note this old nursery rhyme of frosty mornings
during this month:
Here we go gathering nuts in May,
Nuts in May, nuts in May,
Here we go gathering nuts in May,
On a cold and frosty morning.
Dates and anniversaries:
1st, Nancy Astor, first woman to take her seat as
an MP, died in 1964, David Beckham, footballer,
born in 1975; 3rd, Madeline McCann went missing
in 2007; 4th, the first Epsom Derby run in 1780;
5th, King Charles I surrendered to a Scottish army
at Newark in 1646, SAS troops stormed the Iranian
embassy in 1980, Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor
of France, died in 1821; 6th, the airship Hindenburg
exploded in New Jersey USA in 1936, Roger
Bannister ran a mile in less than four minutes in
1954, Tony Blair born in 1953; 8th, VE Day in 1945,
a bowling green opened behind the Black Bull in
1937, Sir David Attenborough, broadcaster, born
in 1926;

10th, The RAF memorial window in St Mary’s
Church unveiled in 1921;
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11th, the Dutch purchased Manhattan Island from
local Indians for $25 worth of trinkets in 1626, 56
people killed and more than 200 injured when fire
broke out at Bradford City’s football ground in
1985, Spenser Perceval, Prime Minister,
assassinated in 1812, an aircraft crashed on Manor
Farm, Welton in 1925, injuring the pilot; 12th, the
nine-day General Strike ended in 1926; 14th,
Jamestown established as the first permanent
English settlement in North America in 1607; 15th,
Andy Murray, tennis player, born in 1987, Mike
Oldfield, musician, born in 1953; 16th, Mao
Zedong launched the Cultural Revolution in 1966,
the Dam Busters destroyed the Möhne and Eder
dams in 1943; 17th, the siege of Mafeking was
lifted, after 217 days, in 1900 during the Second
Boer War, Norway became independent of
Sweden in 1905; 18th, the Christian stronghold,
Acre, fell to the Saracens in 1291, the volcano
Mount St Helens erupted in 1980, killing 57 people,
Miriam Margolyes, actress, born in 1941; 19th,
William Gladstone, Prime Minister (1868-1874,
1880-1885, 1886 and 1892-1894) died in 1898, TE
Lawrence (aka Lawrence of Arabia), soldier, died in
1935; 20th, first ecumenical council started in
Nicaea in 325, Harry Hotspur, English rebel, born in
Alnwick in 1364, Christopher Columbus, explorer,
died in 1506; 21st, School holiday declared in
Welton in 1900 to celebrate the relief of Mafeking,
Captain Hobson claimed New Zealand as a British
colony in 1840, daylight savings time introduced in
1916; 22nd, the Yorkists won the first battle of St
Albans in 1455, Naomi Campbell, model, born in
1970, Wilbur and Orville Wright patented their
flying machine in 1906, Constantine I, Roman
Emperor, died in 337; 23rd, turf cutting ceremony
for the new building of the William Farr School in
1958, Joan of Arc sold to the English in 1430, the
defenestration of the Holy Roman Emperor’s
deputy governors in Prague started the Thirty
Years War in 1618, Bonnie and Clyde, outlaws,
shot dead in 1934, Captain William Kidd, pirate,
hanged in 1701;
24th, a collection in Welton on Empire Day in 1940
raised 12s 0p (60 pence) to buy tobacco and
cigarettes for fighting men overseas, Stanley
Baxter, comedian, born in 1926, Bob Dylan, singer,
born in 1941; 26th, income tax introduced as a
temporary measure in 1798, the first major
discovery of oil in the Middle East in Persia in 1908,
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the first Le Mans 24-hour race took place in 1923,
petrol rationing ended in 1950; 29th, the Heysel
Stadium disaster in 1985 when Liverpool fans
rioted leading to the deaths of 39 spectators
(mainly Juventus supporters) and the injury of
several hundreds, Professor Peter Ware Higgs,
physicist, born in 1929; 30th, Henry VIII married
Jane Seymour in 1536.

Stonecliff Park
Like most residents, my wife and I are in splendid
isolation. I see the occasional dog walk by with its
owner on the end of a piece of string.
Life at Stonecliff Park goes quietly on and, as usual
up here, people keep a weather eye on their
neighbours. Thank God for the telephone. As with
most people, our garden has never been so tidy,
except for a few empty pots, the contents having
succumbed to the very wet weather and early
spring. With garden centres being in lockdown
replacements have been impossible to come by.
Still, on the bright side, with this lovely warm
weather we are having now, there is less to water.
It’s an ill wind…
The Park Grand Prix for invalid buggies has had to
be cancelled, but if I hear of anyone doing a
marathon around the park perimeter, I’ll let you all
know.
Meanwhile look after yourselves.
Derek Harrison

Library and Community Hub
In answer to questions that we have received, the
following advice is a combination of local and
Lincolnshire Libraries information.
Q: How long will the library and community hub be
closed?
A: At this time we do not know how long we will
be closed. We will continue to follow the advice
of the government, Public Health England and
Lincolnshire Library Service. Any updates will
be shared on our Welton Library Facebook
page, the Welton parish council website and
the Welton NEWS website.
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Q: How can I use the library during the closure?
A: Free online resources are still available,
including e-books, e-audiobooks, e-magazines
and e-music. There are also online reference
resources such as Encyclopaedia Britannica.
You can find these at http://bit.ly/lincslibs.
Q: How can I get my PIN if I have forgotten it?
A: E-mail Lincslibrary.Support@gll.org.
Q: Can I join the library during the closure period
so that I can access online resources?
A: You can join our service online on at
http://bit.ly/lincslibsJoin or see our instructional
video at http://bit.ly/lincslibsjoinvideo. Hard copy
cards to replace online joiners’ temporary
membership numbers and PINs will be sent out
once frontline services resume.
Q: My books are due to be returned; what do I do?
A: We have extended the loan period and the
extension will be reviewed regularly and
further extended if necessary. Please be
assured that no charges will be incurred during
the closure period.
Q: I would like to borrow some more books while
the libraries are closed. How can I do this?
A: Unfortunately, at present this is not possible.
However, our e-book service is available and
books can be read on tablets, smart phones,
computers and e-readers. A dedicated device
is not required.
Q: Can I still contact the library service?
A: For support with our e-resources, please e-mail
Lincselibrary.Support@gll.org.
Locally, the messenger service on our Welton
Library Facebook page continues to be monitored
and we will endeavour to give help and advice from
there.
Mike Hubbert
Volunteer Co-ordinator

Welton NEWS
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Dunholme Camera Club
I hope everyone is well and coping with isolation in
this most unusual time not only for us here in the
UK but for everyone the whole world over. The last
couple of months have been a period that none of
us have ever encountered before and the concept
of staying at home without being able to venture
out and continue with our usual activities is
somewhat strange. As a photographer who usually
has at least one full day out with the camera every
week, I’m finding it an unusual period not only
because I’m not out and about taking pictures but
also because of the knock-on effect of having no
pictures to look at and then work on to get ready
for either display or competitions at the Dunholme
Camera Club.
So what have I been doing for the last six weeks or
so? At the beginning of March, like many other
clubs and groups, we had to cancel our meetings
but after the first missed meeting the committee
decided that, as we may not be able to meet for
some time, we should come up with some ideas to
keep members’ interest going in these difficult
times.

We were about to have one of our club
competitions, which we didn’t want to miss, so our
club competition secretary got in touch with the
lady who was to judge the competition and asked
if she would be happy to continue if we changed it
from print to digital; all the images would be the
same but the members would just produce digital
images, sent electronically, instead of prints in
mounts. Our judge was then be able to judge and
give us scores and winners without any human
contact.

This was the beginning of lots more ideas coming
from committee members and, with the age of
technology and after lots of “virtual” discussions,
we decided to have “virtual meetings” covering
whatever subjects we could via YouTube. So we
now have a Dunholme Camera Club YouTube
channel. I took the bull by the horns and took on
the job of “live stream presenter”. I must admit
that I have never done anything like this before and
the first three weeks was a VERY steep learning
curve for me with streaming software, live view
camera and screen capture. Thankfully, the
members are enjoying the live presentations and it
keeps us all interested in our favourite pastime.
It’s amazing what one person takes for granted
when others struggle to grasp the concept. With
photography so many people spend their hardearned money on a good camera only to put the
battery in, switch on and put the camera on “auto”.
Although this setting gives you some good results
in normal lighting conditions the images can be a
bit of a let-down when the light is fading or in
challenging conditions; sunset/sunrise, indoors, or

trying to capture the kids running round the
garden, for example. After you look at the pictures
you feel let down as the picture is blurred or the
colours are just not as you saw them at the time.
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Can you relate to this? If you can, there are reasons
why you have lots of buttons and settings on the
camera other than the auto setting and here’s how
to use some of them:
First, let’s start with the “A” setting on the dial. This
is the aperture setting. In simple terms, the
aperture controls the iris of the lens and varies the
amount of light let through to the sensor. The
settings are known as “F stops” and run in a
number sequence, F3.5, F4, F5.6, etc., up to F8, F16
or F22 depending on your camera. The smaller

numbers like F3.5 allow a lot of light through the
lens and blur the background; the larger numbers,
such as F16, let in less light and give a sharper
background. That’s a very simple explanation and
you need to know when to use each setting and
why you are using it.
Another setting on the dial is “S” or on Canon
cameras “AV”. These both relate to the same thing
which is “shutter speed”. You need to set the
shutter speed to capture movement. For example,
to take a portrait picture of the kids you would use
100th of a second. If you are photographing a
racing car in action you would need a much higher
speed, possibly 1,000th of a second, to freeze the
action. Our camera
club photographers
may be trying to get
pictures of flying
birds or bees, which
need even higher
speeds; anywhere
up to 4,000th of a
second. These are
very open shutter
speeds and need to
be varied for the
conditions in which
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you are taking the picture. Of course, everyone
needs a different result, so this is why you would
change your shutter speed settings.

Then there is the setting that most amateur
photographers shy away from; the “M” setting. M
means “manual”, so you have to set all the
parameters (shutter speed and F stop) as well as
“ISO”, which relates to the sensitivity of the image
sensor to light and whether you have “single shot”
or “constant focus”.
I’m going to stop there but hopefully this will give
you a flavour of what the different settings are for,
although I must admit that this is only a very basic
short reference. When some of the members
joined the camera club they used the auto setting
but then started to learn why they should
experiment with other settings.
I also do one-to-one training which is very popular
and both camera club members and those who
have tuition with me are always welcome to
continue to ask questions over the months and
years following their initial contact.
I am so passionate about photography that not
only am I the founder member of the Camera Club
but, as previously mentioned, I do photographic
training including photographic software postproduction to enhance images; and I hold
photographic holidays in Yorkshire and the Scottish
Highlands and finally practical days out for
members and anyone who wants to join me on
photographic tuition days.
If you would like to know more about photography
or you would like to join the club then please get in
touch with me or come along to a meeting once we
resume after the lockdown is over. If you would
like to join in with our live sessions then check out
Dunholme Camera Club on YouTube and join in.
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Nature Watch

Also take a look at the Camera Club website at
www.dunholmecameraclub.co.uk to see some
amazing images produced by our members. You
too could produce images like the ones on the
website. A little bit of advice is all that’s needed to
get you started using your camera correctly and
getting “OFF” that automatic mode.
Take care in this current climate and stay safe.
Grahame Dunkin
Dunholme Camera Club Lifetime President
Tel: 860469

Police File
Your neighbourhood policing team is:
PC Stephen TOYN:
stephen.toyn@lincs.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Julie MCFAUL:
julie.mcfaul@lincs.pnn.police.uk
PCSO Angie LAW:
angie.law@lincs.pnn.police.uk
To report a crime please call 101
If urgent please call 999
To pass along information anonymously, call Crime
Stoppers on 0800 555 111

In 1666 plague struck Cambridge forcing Isaac
Newton to move to his home village of
Woolsthorpe in Lincolnshire. He passed the time
experimenting with a light prism and made the
discovery that white
light is made up of a
distinct mixture of
coloured rays. This
explained the beauty
of the rainbow as
sunlight is reflected
and refracted by the
droplets in clouds.
Science not only
explains, it also adds
to the beauty of nature by showing how such
phenomena arise in the first place.
My granddaughter was recently sent home from
Cambridge University due to the coronavirus
outbreak. I did ask her to come and stay at my
home in Lincolnshire where she could continue her
studies peacefully in my garden under the apple
tree. Unfortunately self-isolation came into force,
giving her the perfect reason for staying at home,
down south. I had hoped for a repeat of the Isaac
Newton experience.
Many people believe that it is only humans that use
tools but that is because they do not pause to look
closely at other species. Apes are adept at using
sticks to raid ants’
nests and to
knock down a
beehive in a tree
to get at the
honey. I watched
a thrush the
other day using a
stone as an anvil to break open a snail shell to get
to its juicy meal. Nature is full of enterprising
animals.
Thrushes sing their best songs at this time of year,
especially around dawn or dusk when they perch
on a high branch and sing out to denote their
territory. Unfortunately thrushes are in decline,
which has been put down to loss of habitat.
Another bird that seems to be in decline in this part
of the country is the swallow. While numbers are
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actually growing, they favour the western portion
of the country. Swallows prefer grazed land with
lots of cows and ponds;
the arable land of the
east of England is not to
their liking and we are
the poorer for their

homeless and three people lost their lives.
However, the disaster was kept secret as wartime
reporting restrictions were in place. It was later
referred to as ‘The Forgotten Flood’.
Jack Falcon

relative absence.
Long-tailed tits are
woodland birds that
build their nests in
trees. It has been
shown that the nests
are not very secure
and about a third of those built, especially by young
and inexperienced pairs, will not survive. Losing a
nest does not stop the birds helping to raise others’
young as their genes are coded for them to feed
their siblings’ young.
I have bird feeders and a water bowl in my garden
which attract not only my favourite garden birds
but also the occasional sparrowhawk. I always
locate my feeders near to my dense hedge to
provide a quick escape route for the small birds.
Another visitor
is the collared
dove that likes
to hoover up
the
dropped
seeds from the
feeder.
The
collared dove
only arrived in
England about
60 years ago
and is now very
common. It is a pinkish-brown bird with a cooCOO-coo song.
The weather in May can sometimes take a
surprising turn. On Whit Monday, 29th May 1944,
after a very hot day, a huge thunderstorm hit
Holmfirth. Wild winds, lightning and heavy rain
turned the normally sedate streams into torrents
that tore down onto the town. Bridges, houses and
shops were destroyed, many inhabitants were left

By the time you read this we will have been in
‘lockdown’ for over a month. In that time things
have happened in our country that none of us
could ever have anticipated or imagined. Life is
very different now than it was at the beginning of
the year; ‘lockdown’ and other words and phrases
such as ‘social distancing’, ‘shielding’ and ‘selfisolation’ have become part of our everyday
vocabulary; parents are having to home-educate
their children; and some people who probably
never thought of themselves as important have
been designated as ‘key workers’.
People in Welton and Dunholme are decorating
their windows and outside their houses with
rainbows, sunshine, animals and flowers, among
other things, so that children have something to
look for when they go out for their daily exercise. I
suspect the adults are looking as well!
Every Thursday evening at 8pm people all over the
country and in our community stand outside their
houses or hang out their windows and clap (or
bang wooden spoons on pots and pans, blow horns
or whistle!) in what’s become known as ‘clap for
carers’. As wonderful and emotional as it is to
thank those who work on the front-line in our
health and social care and emergency services, I
believe we should also thank those other key
workers: the people who work in the food shops,
the drivers who deliver the food to the shops, the
farmers who grow the food, the people who
deliver our post and our parcels, those who collect
our waste and recycling every week, those in
schools and social services who take care of
vulnerable children or the children of key workers,
the local government staff who are helping to get
money to the many individuals who now cannot
work. The list goes on, and we need to remember
and thank them all.

A Community Coming
Together
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And then there are the ‘ordinary’ people doing
extraordinary things. The people in our own
community who have found a way to help others
during this awful time. There are many people in
our villages who are unable to leave their homes
because they or a member of their household are
at greater risk from Covid-19. Over 200 volunteers
in Welton and Dunholme are shopping for others
or collecting their prescriptions or befriending, by
phone, those who are alone and isolated. Others
are doing things that make others feel better;
random acts of kindness. One of the Welton NEWS
team was the recipient of such an act of kindness
when he found a small box of mini chocolate eggs

left by his door. After phoning around he found
that somebody who knows a friend of his had left
them. She had apparently left mini chocolate eggs
at a number of houses just to cheer people up.
There are lots of people doing similar things, just
because…
Even if you have not been able to volunteer to help
others because of your own situation, if you have
followed the government’s guidance on staying at
home and social distancing, then you have done
your part in overcoming this terrible virus.
These are the behaviours that define a community
and I think we can all be proud of the way our
community has responded during this time.
I sincerely hope, as I’m sure all of you do, that this
nightmare will soon be over and that we can once
again get together with family and friends (and hug
them really tightly). But in the meantime, keep
doing what you’re doing to stay safe and keep
others safe.
Dorothy Russell
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Spiderman
Is it a bird? Is it a plane? Oh, no, it’s the other one.
It’s SPIDERMAN!
A local jogger has brightened the day for many
children (young and old) in Welton and Dunholme
by dressing in a Spiderman costume and running
round the villages. Children have been looking out
for him and waving as he goes by. I even spotted
him running past my house, but wasn’t quick
enough to get out and wave.
I don’t know who you are, Spiderman, but thank
you on behalf of everyone who has seen you. You
are definitely a superhero!
The Editor

Photo courtesy of the Lincolnite

EMERGENCY SERVICES
In an emergency dial 999 or 101; if your call is not an
emergency but you need medical help fast call 111
Police: 999 or 101
Fire Brigade: 999 or 101
Emergency doctor: 862232 or 01522 568900 (out of hours)
Ambulance: 999 or 101 (emergency) or
01522 545281 (Service Control, Lincoln area)
Gas: emergency gas escapes call 0800 111999
Electricity: emergencies and loss of power 0800 6783 105
Water: Anglian water leakage hotline 08457 145145
Samaritans: 01522 528282 or 08457 909090 (24 hours a day)
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Welton Paper Shop – Doing a
Bit Extra
Adversity often brings out the best in people and
Joanna and Garry Crowther, owners of the Welton
Paper Shop, have really stepped up to the mark
during this awful time. They have always been
keen to help the community as much as they can,
especially as many of their customers are elderly or
vulnerable.
When the lockdown was announced, they decided
to extend their offer of help to the whole
community. They are now offering free delivery of
essential items such as milk, bread, eggs and
potatoes; as well as other items that aren’t
essential but that people still need or want, such as
chocolate and sweets, cards, stamps and the like.
They deliver on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays. Customers can call to place an order and
they can take payment over the phone so that the
customers don’t need to worry about leaving their
homes. The parcel is left on the customer’s
doorstep and off they go.
Joanna said “Our paperboys are also doing an
amazing job; they are heeding the social distancing
advice while still continuing to deliver papers and
magazines. Many of them have extra papers on
their rounds and the customers have been so
grateful for their hard work.” She went on to say,
“There was one delivery that brought a tear to my
eye. A gentleman rang from the Falklands to order
a couple of magazines and some sweets and
chocolates for his wife and children who live in
Welton just as a nice surprise for them.”
Joanna and Garry both realise that this is a
worrying time for all small businesses and they
desperately want to preserve the jobs of their
employees (although they have had to furlough
one employee) as well as ensure the future of their
village shop. They say they are extremely grateful
for the support of the village in their delivery
service which has enabled them to continue
trading.
The opening times of the shop have been reduced
to encourage people to stay home and not do any
unnecessary shopping. They are now open from
6.30am to 12 noon, Monday to Friday, and from
7am to 12 noon on Saturday and Sunday.
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Like all of us, Garry and Joanna are looking forward
to the return of more normal times.
We at the Welton NEWS would like to thank the
Crowthers for the help they are providing to the
residents of Welton and for stocking copies of the
April issue of the NEWS so that people could collect
one for themselves or a friend or neighbour in
isolation.
Dorothy Russell

Neologisms
Once again, The Washington Post has published
the winning submissions to its yearly neologism
contents, in which readers are asked to supply
alternative meanings for common words.
Here is a selection of the winners:
Coffee (n): The person upon whom one coughs
Flabbergasted (adj): Appalled over how much
weight you have gained
Abdicate (v): To give up all hope of ever having a
flat stomach
Esplanade (v): To attempt an explanation while
drunk
Negligent (adj): Describes a condition in which you
absentmindedly answer the door in your
nightgown
Lymph (v): To walk with a lisp
Gargoyle (n): Olive-flavoured mouthwash
Flatulence (n): Emergency vehicle that picks you up
after you are run over by a steamroller
Balderdash (n): A rapidly receding hairline
Testicle (n): A humorous question on an exam
Frisbeetarianism (n): The belief that when you die
your soul flies up onto the roof and gets stuck there
The Washington Post’s Style Invitational also asked
readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter
it by adding, subtracting or changing one letter,
and supply a new definition. The winners included:
Bozone (n): The substance surrounding stupid
people that stops bright ideas from penetrating.
The bozone layer, unfortunately, shows little sign
of breaking down in the near future.
Cashtration (n): The act of buying a house which
renders the subject financially impotent for an
indefinite period.
Sarchasm (n): The gulf between the author of
sarcastic wit and the person who doesn’t get it.
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Inoculatte (v): To take coffee intravenously when
you are running late.
Osteopornosis (n): A degenerate disease (this one
got extra credit).
Karmageddon (n): It’s like, when everybody is
sending of all these really bad vibes, right? And
then, like, the Earth explodes and it’s like, a serious
bummer.
Arachnoleptic fit (n): The frantic dance performed
just after you’ve accidentally walked through a
spider web.
Caterpallor (n): The colour you turn after finding
half a worm in the fruit you’re eating.

Welton Patients’ and Doctors’
Association (PDA)
The PDA, I and all the drivers hope that our patients
and friends are keeping well and managing to abide
by the rules. It is a testing time for everyone but
we all need to pull together if we are going to beat
this terrible virus.
The PDA transport scheme is still in operation,
albeit on a much reduced level. We have a driver
each day for anyone needing transport to an
urgent appointment at the health centre following
a telephone consultation with the practice. We are
also able to take patients to urgent hospital
appointments but with certain restrictions in place.
On confirming the driver and pick up time, you will
be asked again whether you are showing any of the
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coronavirus symptoms. You will also be asked to
sit in the back passenger side of the car and the
driver will not come into the building with you. You
will be given a mobile number to ring when you are
ready and will be collected from the door. We
hope that by taking these precautions we can
protect both passengers and drivers. The health
centre driver of the day is also available to deliver
any urgent same-day medications.
I want to add how incredibly proud I am of the
drivers for ‘going the extra mile’ at this very
unsettling time.
At the time of writing we have had confirmation
that the May Fair has been cancelled. The PDA has
accumulated, through kind donations and the
efforts of committee members, a number of plants
for sale. Abiding by social distancing rules we are
aiming to sell these plants outside 57 Ryland Road,
Welton, from the beginning of May. If you would
like to add to the plant donations, please bring
them along and leave them outside, labelled if
possible! If you are out for your daily exercise or
driving past to the Co-op please consider
purchasing from us. With the cancellation of our
spring lunch and now the May Fair plant sale we
have already lost around £1,000 of fundraising!
Please don’t forget to continue your support of the
PDA through the Co-op Community Champions
scheme, which runs from 8th March to 6th June (I
think this only applies to those shopping in the
Welton store).
Dates for your 2020 diary:
• 24th October: Autumn Fayre
• 4th December: Christmas Lunch
If you require any further information on any of the
above don’t hesitate to give me a call
Janet Goddard
Tel: 862570
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Methodist News

Finding God in a Culture of
Fear
As I write this the UK is still in lockdown. Where is
God in all this? After Easter, there is a story about
two disciples walking to Emmaus. I’ve shared this
with you before, but it seems particularly relevant
today.
The Emmaus road; Luke 24:13-43:
At the beginning of the story, we meet two
disciples who are walking along a well carved out
road and, as Luke tells us, they are talking. Might
we imagine that they are talking rather frantically,
talking fast and at times confusedly? A barely
suppressed hysteria registers in their voices; their
leader has just been tortured and executed, and
they are trying to make sense of it, trying to
reorder their disordered thoughts. In the process,
they are probably replaying the scene of the
crucifixion again and again. As they recall, or
perhaps they cannot remember, the violent
episodes that happened just days before, they
seem to be stuck in a playback loop, having lost
both their hope and their future. These disciples,
these disorientated witnesses to a devastating
event, are trauma survivors. Even though they
were not themselves tortured and nailed to a cross,
they bear in their speech and their bodies the
reality of the horror that unfolded before them,
and forever pulled their lives into its drama.
Then, out of nowhere, Jesus walks up and joins
them; but they are too disordered to see him. He
walks along with them, in their trauma, in silence,

listening to the gaping hole that sits in the middle
of their crazed speech. Notice that it is Jesus who
comes to them. The disciples, in their pain and
fear, do not have to figure out how to reach him.
He simply appears, full bodied and present. Here,
then, is God coming to us, even in this moment of
violence as we babble in fear.
When Jesus finally speaks, he decisively intervenes
in the story the disciples have just told him about
the events they have witnessed. Interrupting their
frantic speech, he calls the disciples ‘foolish’. This
suggests that God knows how we will tell distorted
stories of our traumatic events, stories that
perpetrate further harm, stories that bear in them
marks of the violence that haunt us. Jesus steps
into the playback loop that holds their
imaginations, and he speaks. He begins to
reconstruct their account of his death and
continued life, he reorders the disciples’
imagination by pulling it into the history of God’s
relationship with Israel. Even when he does this,
however, they still do not recognise him. Their
dissociated conversation continues, as does ours.
Nevertheless, Luke tells us that the disciples find
this strange teacher interesting, and so invite him
for dinner. We hear that Jesus takes bread and
blesses and breaks it and gives it to them. In this
simple ritual action, memory is sparked, a lost truth
recalled, and suddenly their eyes are opened, and
they recognise him. In this moment, we find the
reality of grace breaking into their midst. They see
differently. The repetitive cycle is broken, and
their imaginations are reframed around a shared
table, not set to celebrate a vengeful patriotic
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victory, but a table of healing and fellowship. The
disciples can imagine a healing story and a hopeful
future.
Finally Jesus says, ‘Peace be with you’.
That such words could come from so broken a body
is truly a wonder, and it is a word of hope for us
especially when we are wounded. These words
give us a vision of what we are called to create
among ourselves now and in the days to come. We
will find peace in the deeply held stories we tell
about the real meaning of this world we love, these
roads that we walk, and perhaps most important,
the lessons we learn from the strangers we meet.
Stay safe.
Revd Dr Helen Hooley
(Taken from Trauma & Grace: Theology in a
Ruptured World, Serene Jones)

Staying in Touch
Hello from everyone at Welton and Dunholme
Methodist Church. Life has changed drastically;
but although we are not meeting in our church we
are keeping in contact with our congregation and
friends via phone, WhatsApp, Messenger,
Facetime, chatting on our walks around the village
(still maintaining the correct distance) and
delivering food and other necessities to those who
are not able to go out. So life is still quite full.
Goodness knows where we shall find the time to go
back to doing the things that we did before!
Our caring and love continues even though we do
not meet together. Our weekly services online,
thanks to Burton Road Methodist church, also
continue, with many joining in and keeping in
touch that way; keeping in touch with Jesus and
trusting in him always, will see us through.
Barbara Ryland

End of Methodist News

19

Welton: Village or Town?
Those of you who have a rare print copy of the April
issue of the NEWS (expect the value to rocket in
coming years) will have seen a short but important
letter to the editor, inquiring whether Welton
should be classed as a village or town.
While the issue probably isn’t at the top of
anyone’s priorities just now, it is, generally, a good
time to give the matter some thought. As I
explained in the comment following the letter,
there is no fixed definition of town or village; it
seems to be largely a matter of perception. The
obvious difference is size, although even here
there is no numerical cut-off point. Towns usually
have their own local government authority, are
distinct geographical entities (e.g., not suburbs)
and are both residential and have places of
employment. Welton could be said to have all of
these.
Many people (often those with long local
memories) look back fondly to a time when Welton
was, unequivocally, a village but it was always a
significant one. As well as its parish council, which
this year celebrates its 125th anniversary, between
1894 and 1974 Welton also had its own second tier
of local authority, Welton Rural District, a sign of its
importance. That came to an end with the creation
of the larger West Lindsey District but in the near
50 years since things have changed considerably.
For the first half of last century Welton’s
population was less than 1,000. By 1974, the first
phase of its planned development as a focus for
new housing was under way and this has
continued. By 2011, at over 4,000, the Welton
parish population had outstripped that of the civil
parish of Market Rasen, administered by Market
Rasen Town Council. With the recent and current
developments, Welton’s population will soon be
well over 5,000.
While most of us would want to preserve the rural
character and village feel of Welton, there is no
doubt that we benefit from its continuing
expansion. Schools, health services, shops, bus
services and recreation facilities are all likely to
remain and prosper only if Welton continues to
grow. You don’t have to look too far afield to see
what services have been lost by villages that have
not expanded. The problem, though, is that some
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of those in local, regional and even national
government still think of Welton as a village, to its
detriment when future funding decisions are
made.
In this important anniversary year for Welton
Parish Council, perhaps it’s time to consider a
change of name that better reflects our current
status. As far as I can tell, there would be nothing
to prevent the council going through a formal
process to change its name: wouldn’t Welton Town
Council be worthy of consideration?
Graham Nicholls

Welton and Dunholme Cricket
Club
Further to last month’s update, the ECB and
Lincolnshire Cricket remain very hopeful that the
Dynamos and All Stars cricket sessions will go
ahead at some point during this year.
We encourage people still to register their interest
and if for some reason we can’t run the sessions
then full refunds will be given. Just a reminder what
the sessions do…
All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first
experience for all children aged 5-8 years old
where they’ll enjoy eight weekly one-hour sessions
of activity and skills development. The programme
is designed to introduce children to the sport,
teaching them new skills, helping them to make
new friends and have a great time doing so.
Every child who registers will receive a backpack
full of goodies which will include:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Backpack
Cricket bat
Cricket ball
Personalised shirt with the child’s name
Cap
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Dynamos Cricket provides a fantastic introduction
for all 8-11 year olds new to the sport.
Dynamos helps children to develop fundamental
movement skills and apply them in an exciting
game of countdown cricket.
Over eight weeks in one-hour sessions, children
will use soft balls and light wooden bats, learning
key skills in structured sessions that finish with a
game of countdown cricket where everyone can
participate.
We know how important it is to look like the heroes
of the game, so every child who registers will
receive their very own Dynamos Cricket New
Balance T-shirt, personalised with their name and
number.

To register your interest please visit the websites
below and search for your club (Welton &
Dunholme ) by entering your postcode.
ASC: https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars
DC: https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/dynamoscricket
I’ve set up a Facebook page for the Cricket Club;
just search for Welton & Dunholme Cricket Club. In
these troubled times this might be the best way to
get our messages out there.
Stay safe.
Steve Gibson
E-Mail: wdcricketclub@outlook.com
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Sewing Bee Craft Project
During April, the bee was busy making scrubs and
bags for the NHS. If you can sew and would like to
join in, please get in touch.
This month, we thought we would share a craft
which can be made in a couple of ways. Wouldn’t
it be wonderful if everyone made some bunting to
display for VE Day? We had great plans to
celebrate in the village and it’s a shame that we
won’t be able to come together as anticipated, but
there is no reason why we can’t all have a party at
home and decorate our houses with some special
Welton VE Day bunting.
The bunting can be made from fabric or card. If you
are making it with card you will just need the
template, some card, a stapler and twine or ribbon.
The template can be collected from the delivery
box at my home; just get in touch for details.
If you are making your bunting from fabric, you will
need a couple of half metres of fabric (mix as many
fabrics as you like), a sewing machine, thread,
scissors, the template, a pen or tailors’ chalk and
four metres of bias binding. Here’s how to do it:
1. Fold your fabric with the right sides together
and lay flat. Take your template and draw
around it (all seam allowances are included at
1.5 cm). You can do this as many times as you
like. I find that 10 flags make four metres of
bunting. Secure each flag with a pin.
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2. Cut around each
marked flag. Once
you have cut out
the desired number
you are ready to
sew.
3. Set up your machine and test some fabric to
make sure all is well.
4. If you are unsure, tack your
seam allowance around
the flag and then sew with
straight stitch along the
seam allowance, making
sure that you pivot at the
bottom.
5. When you have finished, remove from the
machine and repeat until you have a pile of
flags waiting to be turned.
6. It is important to trim the
seams on your flags so
that when you turn them
through they look crisp.
Once you have trimmed,
turn your fabric through
and push out the points.
7. Get out your iron and
press all the flags flat.
This is also a good time to
press your bias in half to
the desired length. Allow 2.5 cm at each end
of your folded bias to allow you to attach it to
a post or tree.
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8. Begin to encase the top of your bunting into
the bias by pinning the bias over the raw edge
of your flag. Allow space between each flag as
desired. Pin or tack in place.
9. Then it’s back to the sewing machine to sew all
the flags into the bias in one go.

Your bunting is now ready. You just need to find
somewhere to hang it.

If you want to make your bunting with card, just cut
out your templates and decorate them, space
them onto a string of ribbon and staple in place.
Keep sewing!
Jill Brown
Tel: 07908 795395
E-mail: englishrose0167@gmail.com
Facebook: @Welton Sewing Bee
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From the Archives
From the pages of the Welton NEWS in May
2000….
Only eight candidates stood for election to the
parish council which meant that there was no
election and the council would have to co-opt for
the remaining five vacancies. There were four
candidates for the district council seat which
included the two perennial rivals, Roger Hiscox for
the Liberal Democrats and Charles Ireland for the
Conservatives.
A major issue in the magazine was the new bus
route through Westhall and Rivehall. Some
residents complained that the route had been
changed without warning or consultation and was
unsuitable for a residential area.
The bus
company, RoadCar, wrote that it had followed
procedure and that many residents were in favour
of the change especially those from Stonecliff Park.
The parish council denied that it had any
involvement with the decision.
The production of Move Over Mrs Markham at the
village hall proved to be a great success. This was
a repeat performance from 1989 and one actor
“returned to the role in order to strip off in public
once again!” It was reported that some of the
audience were misguided enough to believe that
some of the cast had forgotten their lines but this
‘cock it up’ was greatly appreciated by many; it was
a farce after all!
Malcolm Parish extolled the improvements that
had been made at Manor Park and reported that
these had resulted in greater use of the facilities
with consequent increased income.
William Farr School was busy working on building a
website for the school. This was proving to be a
major task as they were anxious to avoid the errors
made on other school websites which had led to
frustrations for users. Readers were advised “to
keep their dot.coms open for more information
about this exciting venture”.
Dr McLannahan, in a letter to the editor, asked for
details of the parish council’s budget to be
published in the NEWS as its share of the council
tax was one of the highest in the district.
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And from the May 2010 issue….
In a letter to the editor, Martin Hay complained
that the parish council had ignored a letter that he
had sent to the council seeking an explanation for
the 15.3% increase in its share of the council tax.
The precept, he wrote, was nearly as high as
Market Rasen’s and nearly twice as much as
Dunholme’s.
Another letter urged residents not to vote in the
upcoming general election as the election of
Edward Leigh was a foregone conclusion having
being chosen as the Conservative candidate by “a
very small group of people who were not
answerable to anyone”. An editorial took the
opposite view, urging people to vote and arguing
that the size of the majority influenced an MP’s
performance.
There had been a recent crash of a Red Arrows
aircraft during a visit to Greece. The writer of an
article recalled the crash in Welton in 1987 when a
Red Arrows aircraft came down on Moncé Close.
No one was injured but one family was made
homeless and subsequently rehoused by the RAF.
The Red Arrows gave an undertaking that they
would discontinue the practice of flying low over
the village. The writer drew attention to this
undertaking as the aircraft were again flying low
over the village.

The Deputy Chief Constable of Lincolnshire Police,
in an article, defended his force from criticisms that
it was one the worst performing forces in the
country. He highlighted that contrary to other
forces Lincolnshire had increased its number of
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police officers resulting in burglaries, criminal
damage and other crimes decreasing and the
county was now the seventh safest place in the
country.

The May 2010 issue was full of forthcoming events:
May Fair on the village green, tabletop sale at The
Hollies, Community Fun Run, Dunholme Lodge
Open Garden, Hackthorn Hall Open Gardens and
many more; what a contrast to May 2020!

A Sad Piece of Welton History
It’s the early hours of a cold night in early March
1945. The war has turned decisively in favour of
the allies but Lincolnshire’s skies are still crowded;
the German defence is stubborn and the RAF is
having to step up its massive raids in an attempt to
destroy, decisively, German war industries.
By 1945, the air war has been a constant feature in
the lives of the residents of Welton for more than
five years as, sadly, has the cost in human lives but,
on this particular night in Welton, a sadly unique
footnote to the war is about to be written,
involving the death of a young man doing his duty.
The Royal Observer Corps was a relatively unsung
branch of the defence forces, created in 1925 in
response to the growing fear that attack from the
air would be a major, probably decisive, feature of
any future war. At that time just called the
Observer Corps, the new organisation consisted
mainly of civilian volunteers with the status of
special constables who were trained in aircraft
recognition. At the outbreak of war the corps was
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greatly expanded and put under the direct
administration of the Air Ministry. Observers
began to receive a formal wage and in 1941, in
recognition of the corps’ contribution during the
Battle of Britain, it was re-named the Royal
Observer Corps.
Each night throughout the war, members of the
Royal Observer Corps went to their stations to spot
enemy and friendly aircraft in the skies over
Lincolnshire. On this particular night in March
1945, Jack Kelway, whose day job was at Bardney
sugar factory, was travelling by car from his home
in Lincoln to observer duty at his base in
Spridlington. On Hackthorn Road, with blackout
headlights barely illuminating the road in front of
him, he had reached the Mill Lane junction when a
Ju88 night fighter swooped low across the road,
struck telephone wires and came down on his car,
leaving a trail of wreckage across the road and the
adjacent fields. Jack Kelway and all four crew in the
German plane were killed outright. He left a wife
and three young children.
Why did such a tragic and apparently random
incident take place so close to the end of the war?
The answer leads to the highest echelons of the
German Luftwaffe command. By this stage of the
war the Luftwaffe was nowhere near the deadly
force it had been. Planes were in short supply and
the previously feared night fighters were now quite
unable to prevent the heavy bombing raids on
German cities. A plan was hatched; if the night
fighters could no longer operate successfully over
Germany, they were to take the fight to England,
attacking bombers on the ground or as tired crews
and damaged aircraft returned after raids. The
night of the 3rd-4th March was chosen for
Operation Gisela, in which a force of Ju88s was sent
to attack any targets they could find around the
bomber stations of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. The
Ju88 piloted by Feldwebel Heinrich Conze was
successful in bringing down an RAAF Lancaster at
Langworth before its fateful end on Hackthorn
Road. The exact reasons for the crash are unclear:
was Conze targeting Observer Kelway’s car
specifically or was he just in the wrong place at the
wrong time as the pilot misjudged his height and
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failed to see the telegraph wires? Had the plane
been damaged in its attack on the Lancaster or was
there some other cause? Or had it just run out of
fuel, as some others did that night? Whatever the
cause, at least five men lost their lives.
Jack Kelway was buried in Newport cemetery in
Lincoln and has the sad distinction of being the only
member of the Royal Observer Corps to lose their
life while on active duty on the UK mainland. In
2017, following a fundraising campaign by another
former ROC member, Bill Warwick, a fine new
headstone was unveiled in the presence of
members of Jack Kelway’s family. The German
airmen are buried in Scampton cemetery but some
mystery remains: after the war, a plough
uncovered a German identification tag of another
airman who was presumed to have ‘hitched’ an
unauthorised ride on the fated Ju88. His name was
added to one of the Scampton graves.
Operation Gisela was deemed a failure. Although
more than 20 allied planes were destroyed,
German losses were equally high and the
experiment was not repeated. The war ended a
month later.
Recently, I had the rare opportunity to speak to
someone who was an eyewitness to the aftermath
of the crash. Dennis Willoughby was a 17 year-old
schoolboy at the time, living with his family in
Welton. His father worked at Manor Farm and
Dennis attended the Lincoln Grammar School on a
Dr Richard Smith scholarship. Dennis, now 93,
remembered his wartime days in Welton very
clearly. He recalled that he and his father were
working on their allotment just off Prebend Lane
on the day war was declared and only knew an
announcement was imminent because they were
forewarned by the crew of a searchlight that was
positioned just opposite. During the war, he said,
Welton seemed like an air base itself, due to the
number of RAF personnel billeted in the village.
Planes were constantly overhead and he
remembered them barely scraping the hedges on
Cliff Road as they lumbered into the air from RAF
Dunholme Lodge. Local children, he said, often
collected mementos and he recalled picking up the
tops of incendiary bombs from a field near
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Musgraves Orchard. In particular, he remembered
visiting the crash site on Hackthorn Road the
morning after it happened. Wreckage was spread
over a wide area and the pieces were virtually
unrecognisable. He did, however, find a long
leather strap, half of which went as a belt for his
father; the rest is now with his son, John. Shortly
afterwards, Dennis received his own call-up papers
and went on to serve in the Grenadier Guards. By
the time he left the army, his family had moved
away from Welton to Lea, near Gainsborough but
Dennis remembered his Welton childhood fondly,
despite the war, helping his father on the farm and
playing cricket.
Graham Nicholls
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A History Lesson

(A short story by a Welton author featuring a
fictional Wolds-based police officer)
Sergeant Long descended the stairs with some
reluctance. He didn’t like going down to the
custody suite; it seemed a foreign country
somehow.
The custody sergeant wielded
considerable power, not surprising in terms of their
responsibilities, and of all aspects of police activity
it was the one where, even after all these years, he
felt least comfortable. Of course, he was aware of
the risks this sense of separation from the rest of
the station could cause; the cases, thankfully small
in number, of various abuses of suspects in
custody. Perhaps he was complacent, no doubt
some would say he was, but he had never seen
anything remiss and he had every confidence in the
current incumbent, Camilla Rainsford, not least
because he had been her mentor when she was a
new sergeant. She was a graduate, with great
things expected of her, but Sergeant Long liked her
best for the personal qualities, the ones that
weren’t necessarily learned or examined doing a
law degree.
“Hello, stranger, not often we see you down here.
To what do we owe the honour?”
Sergeant Long came close to ask quietly, “I think
you’ve got a guy called Kaminski. I’d like to see him
if possible.”
“Yes, no problem. We were only keeping him until
he’s sobered up. It was your man Pilkington who
brought him in, wasn’t it?”
Sergeant Long had looked at the file. Pilkington
had done a good job. Neighbours had phoned in to
complain about a disturbance in the Catholic
churchyard. Pilkington had done his best to coax
the culprit away and to go home and sleep it off but
he just got more agitated and eventually took a
swing. Pilkington’s rugby training came in handy in
effecting the arrest.
“What is it, section 5 Public Order at most I’d
guess?”
“Yes, we’ll bail him and let him go as soon as
possible. Why are you interested?”
“I think I know him, or at least of him, and I think I
know why he was in the cemetery. Can I see him
for a minute?”
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There was ample evidence in the cell of the amount
Jan Kaminski had drunk the night before; the air
was thick with the scent of stale alcohol. Kaminski
looked understandably somewhat the worse for
wear and his clothes bore the signs of his tussle in
the mud with Pilkington. He looked up a little
blearily as Sergeant Long entered the cell.
“Hello, Jan. Rough night by the look of it. They’ll
be letting you out soon but I thought I’d just ask
why you were in the graveyard last night. Can you
tell me?”
“Is good place to drink alone.”
“Can I ask, Jan. Do you know anyone buried in that
cemetery? A relative, perhaps?”
“How did you know?”
“Well, I was there when he was buried.”
“You knew him? He was no good.”
“Well, in this town everyone thought he was a
hero, a brave and honourable man.”
“He left my grandmother, my father, just a baby,
and never came back. 1939. The war started and
he left Poland. He told no-one, just left. While he
was away my grandmother had to run the farm, no
food, the Germans took it all. My father was too
young to work and then, when we thought the war
was over, the Russians arrived. They behaved
worse than the Germans. We knew he come to UK
to fly planes. We thought he would come back
after war, but no. We tried to make contact but
there was nothing. My father never forgave him.
Then, times change, what you call Solidarity
movement, and we get our own country back at
last. Still nothing. I go to university, study
chemistry but no jobs so come here five years ago.
All work here pay better than Poland so I pick
cabbages, work hard and send money home. I
move around and, yes, I like a drink or two. I come
to this town, sitting in cemetery, I see name
‘Wojciech Kaminski’. I check date of birth. I know
Polish air force based near here during war. It was
a shock and then I read what it said on stone. I was
emotional, you understand?”
“Yes, I think I do understand.”
Not for the first time, Sergeant Long was struck by
the ironies of history. Wojciech Kaminski had left
everything in Poland to come to Britain to join the
RAF, to fight Nazism, but the price had been high.
Sergeant Long knew because he had sometimes
shared a late-night vodka or two with him and the
tears had often flowed. He hadn’t been able to tell
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anyone where he was; he feared the repercussions
for the family left at home. He had been ready to
go back at the end of the war but the Communists
were not friendly to anyone who had fought on any
side other than their own and so he stayed. And
the longer he stayed, the harder it was to think
about the past. He settled in Louth but Sergeant
Long knew from those tearful evenings where his
heart lay.
And now, in another world and another time, the
grandson Wojciech had never known, of whom he
would have been so proud, had also travelled here,
but in his case to pick cabbages because no-one in
the UK wanted the work. Work which, however
routine, paid more than being a chemist in his own
country but which he might not be allowed to stay
to do much longer. And then Jan had stumbled on
his grandfather’s grave and learned a different
truth about the grandfather he thought had
deserted him.
Sergeant Long knew what Wojciech Kaminski had
had carved on his own headstone as an epitaph:
‘He helped to save the world but lost what he loved
most’.
JP Melville
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Netball News
As with most other sports, netball is a casualty of Covid-19, with England Netball suspending all levels
from grassroots to super league. Most county and regional leagues were no more than three matches
from completion, although the super league had barely got going.
Results for Lincs County League, as it currently stands, are:
League
Senior Premier Division
Senior Division 1
Senior Division 2
U16 Division 1
U16 Division 2
U14 Division 1
U14 Division 2
U14 Division 3
U12

First Place
Lincoln City A
Jets
Bullets Raiders
Brigg A
Fenland
Brigg A
Boston A
Horncastle Belles B
Lincoln City A

Second Place
Sleaford Barge A
Seasiders
Sleaford Storm
Sleaford A
Horncastle Belles B
Lincoln City A
Louth B
Louth C
Horncastle Belles A

Third Place
Lincoln City B
Fenland
Washingborough Imps B
Brigg B
Brigg C
Sleaford A
Epworth B
Scunthorpe B
Washingborough Imps

Current standings for Lincolnshire teams in regional leagues are:
Northern League (/10)
Brigg Blades ............................................. 8th
East Midlands League (/8)
Division 1:
Division 2:
Division 3:
U16:
U14:

Lincoln City 1 ...................... 6th
Sleaford Barge Lightning .... 7th
Brigg Impacts ...................... 7th
Lincoln City 2 ...................... 8th
Sleaford Barge Tornadoes . 5th
Louth .................................. 7th
Brigg ................................... 5th
Brigg ................................... 3rd

Well done to all our local players who play in any of the teams! Keep up the home training if you can.
Karen Lawrence
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Useful Contact Numbers
If your organisation is not listed, contact the editor to ensure that you are included in future issues. Please notify
the editor of all changes in names, titles or phone numbers
Churches
West Lindsey District Council:
St Mary’s Vicar, Revd Adam Watson ............... 565244
General ................................................ 01427 676676
Methodist Minister ............................... 01522 702887
Out of Hours Duty Standby Officer ... 01427 613960
Ladies Fellowship............................................... 861461
Lincolnshire County Council ................. 01522 552223
St Hugh’s RC Church, Lincoln ................ 01522 522971
Lincoln City Council ............................... 01522 881188
Threshold Church .................................. 07956 140167
Police
Community Bible Study..................................... 866467
Police – emergency ................................................. 999
Clubs/Associations
Police – non-emergency ......................................... 101
Bridge Club ......................................................... 861700
Play Schools and Pre-Schools
Dunholme Camera Club .................................... 860469
Busy Hands Pre-School ........... 863101/07895 950756
Dunholme Friendship Club ............................... 861172
Dunholme Pre-School ....................................... 866583
Family Twinning Association ..............862181/861284
Spring Nursery, Scampton .................... 01522 731941
Film Club ............................................................ 860998
Welton Pre-School ............................................ 860077
LIVES First Responders .......................... 01507 525999
William Farr Pre-School ........................ 07759 937556
Ramblers’ Association ....................................... 863444
Sports and Leisure
Royal British Legion ............................... 01522 502083
Badminton Club ................................................. 866213
Sports and Social Club ....................................... 861298
Cricket Club (Scothern) ..................................... 866285
Stonecliff Park Social Club ................................ 862411
Dunholme Indoor Bowls Club ........................... 861683
University of the 3rd Age .................................. 565295
Lincoln Tennis Academy ....................... 07739 582533
Welton and District Craft Class ........................ 866141
Music is Fun ....................................................... 862432
Community Services
Rednil Farm Riding Stables ............................... 860548
Dial-a-Ride .............................................. 01522 514477
Welton Bowls Club ............................................ 860949
Dunholme Village Hall ........................... 07789 368765
Welton Football Club (Boys and Men) . 07584 653877
Lincolnshire Library Service Helpdesk . 01522 782010
Welton Golf Society........................................... 860823
Lindsey Citizens Advice ......................... 01427 810914
Welton Imp Walking Football ............... 07904 986777
Lincoln Citizens Advice .......................... 03444 111444
Welton Manor Golf & Fishing Club .................. 862827
Post Office .......................................................... 862926
Welton Sports AFC Football Club ......... 07919 694232
Shoebox Appeal ..................................... 07789 368765
Yoga .............................. 01522 717850/07722 663498
Shopping Bus: Asda, Newark Road ...... 01522 533605
Welton Family Health Centre
Welton Litter Pickers ......................................... 860454
Appointments, Enquiries, Dispensary .............. 862232
Welton Luncheon Club ..................................... 860765
Community Nursing Team .................... 01522 533331
Welton Village Hall Bookings ................ 07342 209857
Health Visiting Team ............................. 01522 843000
Education
Midwives ................................................ 01522 512512
Dunholme St Chad’s C of E Primary School ..... 860597
Non-Emergency Out-of-Hours ............................... 111
Hackthorn CofE Primary School ....................... 860295
Patients’ & Doctors’ Association ...................... 862570
St Mary’s Primary Academy.............................. 860339
Women’s Groups
William Farr School ........................................... 866900
Breast Care ...........................................860837/860823
William Farr School Friends .................. 07753 963538
Dunholme Ladies Club ...................................... 862552
Men’s Groups
National Women’s Register .............................. 862665
Men’s Breakfast ...................................861461/860823
Young Peoples’ Activities/Clubs
Tremendoes ....................................................... 862011
Army Cadets ........................................... 01522 528109
Parish, District and County Councils
Brownies (Mondays) ............................. 07714 588631
Parish Council: Office & Chairman ................... 860336
Brownies (Thursdays) ............................ 07734 943079
County Cllr Sue Rawlins .................................... 885545
Guides (Fridays) ................................................. 860853
District Cllr Steve England ................................. 861342
Guides (Mondays) ................................. 07548 665264
District Cllr Caralyne Grimble ........................... 861150
Rainbows (Tuesdays) ......................................... 863115
District Cllr Diana Rodgers ................................ 863385
Scout & Guide Hut Committee ......................... 862168
Parish Paths Coordinator .................................. 860336
Welton Kids’ Club .................................. 07748 432428
Tree Warden ...................................................... 860336

