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From the Editor
to the July issue of the Welton NEWS. Once again, we are only publishing this issue online.
We are planning to return to a printed version of the NEWS in September or October. As lockdown eases
and our advertisers are able to re-open their businesses we will be able to start printing the NEWS again
(we rely on income from advertisers to pay the printing
costs). We will be sending out a survey in the next few
days asking you to let us know if you want to receive a
printed magazine or if you prefer our online version. We
would like as many of you as possible to complete the
survey but it is especially important for you to let us know
if you want to receive a printed magazine.
One thing that will help us to pay printing costs would be
for the Welton NEWS to be selected as a Coop Community
Champion later this year. You can vote for us at
www.lincolnshire.coop/ccvote. Thank you!
When we do start printing again, we will, of course, be relying on our volunteer distributors to deliver the
NEWS to your homes. Derek Browning, who served as distribution manager for 13 years, has decided to
retire, so we are looking for someone to work with our distributors and the rest of the management team
to organise the distribution of the NEWS every month. If you think this is something you might be able to
do, please get in touch with me.
On page 19 you will find information about the West Lindsey District Council’s budget consultation. Please
take the time to read this and complete the survey. It’s your money, so have your say in how it is spent.
Talking about your money, Welton-by-Lincoln parish council’s financial report for 2019/2020, showing
how they have spent your council tax parish precept can be found on page 39.
Once again, I hope you enjoy reading this online version, which is full of colour. I intend to continue with
a full-colour online version of the NEWS even after we start printing the magazine again.
Dorothy Russell
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Call to Younger Readers
you like our front cover this month. The
photograph was taken by Layla Edlington, who is just
eight years old. Layla took it and the other two
photographs here when she was doing her daily walks
around the village during lockdown.
If any other young readers would like to make a
contribution to the NEWS, we would love to publish it.
You can send me photographs; a story you’ve written;
an article about your hobby or a holiday you’ve been
on; anything that interests you. Send your photo, story
or article to me at weltonnews@gmail.com.
The Editor
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Dunholme Camera Club
, what a time we have all been through. For those of
you like the members of the camera club, being unable to get
out and about does indeed make a great difference to our
lives. We are all beginning to get a little more freedom now
and although the camera club can’t yet meet as a group they
are managing to take some exercise, remembering their
cameras so they don’t miss the shot!

While we have not been able to meet as usual we have not
really missed a meeting because we now have a camera club
YouTube channel and we have virtual meetings every week.
We have covered most of the topics and competitions on our
annual programme, so we only missed out on being able to
meet as a group in the same room.

If you would like to join one of our meetings, check out the
YouTube channel Dunholmecameraclub on Thursdays at 7pm. If
you do log in, let us know you are watching by dropping a note
into the ‘chat’ and make sure you ‘like’ the channel and
subscribe for further meetings. We usually have around
25 members joining each meeting.

Personally, I have missed out on all the spring happenings.
With one thing and another I haven’t ventured out much,
but I’m hoping that I will soon be able to get out with my
camera and take some more pictures. During the last
12 months I have started doing some night photography,
which is quite a challenging genre but when it all comes
together the images are amazing. Along with the night
photography, I do some light painting, which is another big
learning curve but also very rewarding.

Take a look at the camera club website at www.dunholmecameraclub.co.uk to see some amazing images
produced by members. If you want to produce images like the ones on the website, contact me about
joining the club.
Grahame Dunkin
Dunholme Camera Club Lifetime President
Tel: 860469
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Bible Quiz
are 30 books of the Bible in the following paragraph. Can you find them?
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from
Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some
friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied
it while playing his banjo. Elain Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her
weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving she brews a
cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some
people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily
capitalised. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar
to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the
difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising event, which features
this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle,
surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen.
As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “The books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight”. Those
able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation
that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind
that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really
well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus. There
really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.
God bless.
Jim Cook
[Answers on page 19]
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From the Archives

A meeting to address concerns about a new bus route along Rivehall and Westhall was threatened
with hijacking by residents from Scothern, who had hired a bus to bring them to Welton to raise their
own concerns about bus services in their village. The Scothern contingent was assuaged by a promise
of a separate meeting to address their specific issues. The meeting allowed supporters and critics of
the new route to air their views and the bus company’s representative promised that only singledecker buses would be used on the route and their speed would be restricted to 20 mph.
It was reported that the recent gymkhana was a case of ‘mud, glorious mud’ but thankfully it had not
deterred competitors or spectators from enjoying a traditional event.
The vicar, Stuart, wrote that he would make no apology for hijacking and resurrecting the ancient
ceremony of the well dressing. The service had recently been conducted with St Mary’s School and
was the first since 1925. He wrote that while our current supplies of clean water come courtesy of
Anglian Water we should remember that it remains a basic necessity that is a scarce resource in many
parts of the world.

A letter-writer was delighted that motorists were complying with new regulations whereby incompetent
drivers had to display a selection of red and white flags to show increasing levels of incompetence
culminating in a blue and white flag which warned others to seek immediate off-road refuge. This
observation may have had something to do with the impending FIFA World Cup about to take place in
South Africa; even Des’s Corner got into the act (see page 9).
The report on a parish council meeting said that it was the most energised meeting that the writer had
attended as councillors engaged in an animated disputation on the recent criticisms in the Welton NEWS
about the level of the parish’s precept. There were also concerns about the number of power-cuts in the
village and the council was going to raise the issue with the power distribution company.
In an article, Dropping the Pilot, Martin Hay reported that Geoff Croft, one of the founding members of
the Welton NEWS and its first editor, was standing down as treasurer and as a member of the
management committee. Martin recalled how Geoff inspired the creation of the village magazine and,
due to his experience from a long career in the press industry, was key to the successful launch of the
NEWS.
In his regular Nature Watch article, John Smallwood again took up the cudgel against the farmers who
severely flail the hedgerows to the detriment of wildlife, especially during the birds’ nesting time.

Fred Williamson, who grew up in Welton, wrote a poem about his time as a lad in the village; it’s reprinted
on the next page.
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I often look back and remember
Those days when I was a lad
In that little village called Welton
And the wonderful times that we had
And the only school was St Mary’s
And it stood on the Village Green
Jack Broxholme was the blacksmith
and those chestnut trees stood so serene.
We only had four people to give us our education
But they were real good teachers
Because most of us passed our exams
Johanne Walker was the headmaster
A man so strict and so stern
Miss Brumpton and Miss Sandaver
Who took us each in turn
And when at first we started school
We had no need to fear
Because Miss Gardner taught the infants
‘Old Polly’ we called her; she was such a dear.
Nurse King paid regular visits
To keep our hair in check
And make quite sure
That all us lads had washed our necks.
Cottingham owned the Post Office
Applewhites what is now the Co-op
Fanny Green kept the surgery
And Wass had a tailor’s shop.
Drury was the postman and had a butcher’s shop
Fred Hullen kept the saddler’s shop
And Wright was a butcher too.
Jack Parish was the cobbler
The verger and the grave digger,
Friskney repaired boots and shoes
And Cresswell mended watches and clocks.
Parson Farr was the Vicar
and Sergeant Cox the local cop
He never bothered to take names
just gave our ruddy ears a box.
Stafford was a market gardener
And Hewitt had a small holding lot
Jim Lyon had a carrier’s cart
And Drake had a butcher’s shop.
Miss Gilbert fried the fish and chips
and for threepence you got the lot.
There was a church and two chapels
Which on Sundays were mostly full
And after the service had ended
Quite a few paid a visit to ‘mine host’
Sid Dale at the Black Bull.
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Sykes and Granthams ran the buses
If to the city you wanted to go
And the feast paid a yearly visit
And a good time was had by all.
Oh yes I still remember old Welton.
In the days when I was a lad.
And most of us had an ambition,
To work on a farm like our dad.
As you read these few verses,
Will you be the same as me,
And remember those times in Welton
When we were young and free.
Fred Williamson
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Des’s Corner
is returning, so what better time than now to remind you of a Des’s Corner
article from the past, when he said; “One has to question those who say that footballers
aren’t intelligent”, and went on to quote some of them.

“My parents have always been there for me, ever since I was about seven.” David Beckham
“I would not be bothered if we lost every game as long as we won the league.” Mark Viduka
“If you don’t believe you can win, there is no point in getting
out of bed at the end of the day.” Neville Southall
“I’ve never wanted to leave. I’m here for the rest of my life,
and hopefully after that as well.” Alan Shearer
“I’d like to play for an Italian club, like Barcelona.” Mark Draper
“You’ve got to believe that you’re going to win, and I believe we’ll win the World Cup until the final whistle
blows and we’re knocked out.” Peter Shilton
“Without being too harsh on David Beckham, he cost us the match.” Ian Wright
“I’m as happy as I can be – but I have been happier.” Ugo Ehiogu*
“Leeds is a great club and it’s been my home for years, even though I live in Middlesbrough.” Jonathan
Woodgate
“I can see the carrot at the end of the tunnel.” Stuart Pearce
“I always used to put my right boot on first, and then obviously my right sock.” Barry Venison
“One accusation you can’t throw at me is that I’ve always done my best.” Alan Shearer
“I’d rather play in front of a full house than an empty crowd.” Johnny Giles
*Ugo Ehiogu died of a cardiac arrest on 21st April 2017, at the age of just 44, at the Tottenham Hotspur
training ground.
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CallConnect Bus Service
have been busy working supporting the local bus network and ensuring our Lincolnshire County
Council CallConnect bus service continued to operate over the last few months. However, post-lockdown
public transport will be very different and social distancing, hygiene and face covering measures will be in
place.
Everyone travelling on public transport is asked to consider carefully the times, routes and ways they
travel. This will ensure that everyone will have more space to stay safe. If possible, we encourage travel
outside peak times for concessionary bus pass holders.
Bus services will continue to change at unusually short notice and consequently timetables at bus stops
will not always be updated. Passengers are advised to refer to the operator directly via their website or
head office. Lincsbus.info is an up-to-date website of bus services and operators in Lincolnshire.
Alternatively, travelline.info and travellineeastmidlands.co.uk are helpful websites for journey planning.
From Thursday 25th June the posters shown here will be displayed in bus shelters across Lincolnshire.
Information can also be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travelguidance-for-passengers.
Local Bus – Roadside Information
Lincolnshire Country Council
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Methodist News

A Lord’s Prayer for Justice; 1996, Ron Rolheiser.
the world’s schema of things, survival of the fittest is the rule. In God’s schema, survival of the
weakest is the rule. God always stands on the side of the weak and it is there, among the weak, that we
find God. Given the truth of that, let me risk a commentary on the Lord’s Prayer:
OUR FATHER…who always stands with the weak, the powerless, the poor, the abandoned, the sick, the
aged, the very young, and those who, by victim of circumstance, bear the heat of the day.
WHO ART IN HEAVEN…where everything will be reversed, where the first will be last and the last will be
first, but where all will be well and every manner of being will be well.
HALLOWED BE THY NAME…may we always acknowledge your holiness, respecting that your ways are not
our ways, your standards are not our standards. May the reverence we give your name pull us out of the
selfishness that prevents us from seeing the pain of our neighbour.
YOUR KINGDOM COME…help us to create a world where, beyond our own needs and hurts, we will do
justice, love tenderly, and walk humbly with you and each other.
YOUR WILL BE DONE…open our freedom to let you in so that the complete mutuality that characterises
your life might flow through our veins and thus the life that we help generate may radiate your equal love
for all and your special love for the poor.
ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN…may the work of our hands, the temples and structures we build in this world,
reflect the temple and the structure of your glory so that the joy, graciousness, tenderness, and justice of
heaven will show forth within all of our structures on earth.
GIVE…life and love to us and help us to see always everything as gift. Help us to know that nothing comes
to us by right and that we must give because we have been given to. Help us realise that we must give to
the poor, not because they need it, but because our own health depends upon our giving to them.
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US…the truly plural us. Give not just to our own but to everyone, including those who are very different
than the narrow us. Give your gifts to all of us equally.
THIS DAY…not tomorrow. Do not let us push things off into some indefinite future so that we can continue
to live justified lives in the face of injustice because we can use present philosophical, political, economic,
logistic, and practical difficulties as an excuse for inactivity.
OUR DAILY BREAD…so that each person in the world may have enough food, enough clean water, enough
clean air, adequate health care, and sufficient access to education so as to have the sustenance for a
healthy life. Teach us to give from our sustenance and not just from our surplus.
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES…forgive us our blindness towards our neighbour, our obsessive selfpreoccupation, our racism, our sexism, and our incurable propensity to worry only about ourselves and
our own. Forgive us our capacity to watch the evening news and do nothing about it.
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US…help us to forgive those who victimise us. Help us
to mellow out in spirit, to not grow bitter with age, to forgive the imperfect parents and systems that
wounded, cursed, and ignored us.
AND DO NOT PUT US TO THE TEST…do not judge us only by whether we have fed the hungry, given
clothing to the naked, visited the sick, or tried to mend the systems that victimised the poor. Spare us
this test for none of us can stand before this gospel scrutiny. Give us, instead, more days to mend our
ways, our selfishness, and our systems.
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL…that is, from the blindness that lets us continue to participate in anonymous
systems within which we need not see who gets less as we get more.
Amen”
https://ronrolheiser.com/a-lords-prayer-for-justice
Revd Dr Helen Hooley
Another month has passed and as restrictions are relaxed we are still trying to keep in touch with all our
friends, either by phone, text or socially-distanced meetings.
It is good to keep in touch as a church and to know that prayers are being said. If you wish for us to pray
for someone or a particular situation, please contact Ruth (861461) or Barbara (860823).
We have been able to access a variety of local and national services, details of which have been circulated.
The leadership team have continued to keep in contact with each other and are getting used to virtual
meetings. Two of our house groups have also held virtual get-togethers, which has stimulated possible
ideas for the long-term future.
The chapel is still closed but we are keeping up to date with the latest requirements and considering
suitable options for getting together again when the time is right.
We all look forward to meeting together for worship and fellowship at services and to all the other
activities such as coffee mornings, etc., that have had to be curtailed.

End of Methodist News
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Nature Watch
French call the tree le tremble, we call it the aspen. The
reason for the name given to it by the French is that even on a
seemingly windless day the tree trembles. What causes such
movement? The attractive blue-green leaves tremble because
they are only lightly attached to the twigs and the slightest
breeze makes them shake. The aspen is part of the poplar family.

Some people believe that berries that birds eat are safe for humans. Not so!
During July deadly nightshade will be in full flower in the woods and birds can
be seen eating the black cherry-like berries. These are poisonous to humans.
Woody nightshade is also about and its green berries, which will later turn red,
are also poisonous. Be very careful of berries that you find in the woods!

The adult cuckoos will have gone back to Africa by the middle of the month
and any cuckoo that is spotted later is likely to be a young one that is
lingering a while longer. Cuckoos migrate back to the forests of the Congo
either through Spain or Italy and then across the Sahara. During July bird
songs generally begin to fade and then stop. Birds will also be absent from
our gardens as they hide in the hedges while they moult. Many will begin
to sing again in August, although blackbirds will not be heard again until
February.

Our large common butterflies will be out and about this month. Red
admirals, small tortoiseshells and peacocks will be showing off their
brilliant colours, especially around buddleia
plants. Older folk may remember the large
tortoiseshell, but there are none today. The
caterpillars fed on elm trees and when these
were destroyed by Dutch elm disease those
lovely pale orange butterflies also left us.
Hopefully they will return some day.

Last year, on 25th July, a new national record high temperature of 38.7oC was set. Strong sunlight can be
dangerous, and not just for our skin. In recent years there have been a number of house fires where glass
or mirrors focused sunlight onto combustible material. It is a wise precaution to keep glass objects away
from sunny windows.
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Predicting the weather is always difficult, even
with modern technology. In centuries past,
looking for the cause of bad weather could
literally end up as a witch-hunt. The witch trials
of Salem, Massachusetts, followed a bad winter
and in many parts of the world women are still
persecuted for ‘causing’ bad weather.
St Swithin’s Day is on 15th July and folklore has it
that whatever the weather is on that day it will
last for the next 40 days. Curiously, there may be
something in this tale as around this time of year
the jet stream can become stuck across the
North Atlantic and we can experience a period of settled weather; if it runs north of the UK we will have
fine weather, if it runs south of us we can look forward to a soggy summer. So, keep a lookout on
St Swithin’s Day and see what happens.
Jack Falcon
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Smell the Coffee at the Old Farmers’ Arms
The Farmers’ Arms at the junction of the A46 and Eastfield
Lane has passed through a number of hands over the years
and, after a lengthy empty spell, the curious may have
noticed refurbishment activity in recent weeks.
Seven Districts Coffee are local coffee roasters, selling to local
coffee shops and to the public by mail order. Ben, one of the
two young partners in the company, told me that the building
will be used for roasting as well, they hope from September,
as a shop and café.
Ben said that their roasting business was now expanding and
the new premises offered more space, as well as the
opportunity to let people see the coffee-making process for
themselves.
Graham Nicholls

Thank You, Derek
the rest of the Welton NEW management team would like to
thank Derek Browning for organising the distribution of the NEWS to all
homes in Welton during his tenure as distribution manager.

Having spent 13 years organising the delivery of the NEWS to the
residents of Welton, Derek has decided to ‘retire’ from this voluntary
position. He would like to thank all the distributors who have worked
with him over this time.

Making sure that everyone got their copy of the NEWS in good time every
month was no easy task and he achieved it while retaining his customary
good humour. We hope that Derek will now have more time to spend on
the golf course and wish him all the best.
Dorothy Russell
Editor
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St Mary’s Church News

I hope you are well and keeping safe.
I’ve been telling people about how I’ve been
enjoying my hammock during the last few
weeks (during the better weather of course).
It’s a great place to go when I need to escape
the clamour and noise of the ever-present
family. In fact, we’ve all been using it for
that same purpose; at least until the other
day! The sun had come out and I needed to
find a little peace and quiet to do some
work on the iPad. I skulked out to the
garden, followed by the dog. I had my
headphones on and was happily typing
away, rocking back and forth whilst
listening to good tunes with a summer vibe.
My wife was doing a spot of weeding in the veg patch. Can you picture
the scene? All was well until…it happened! The dog, who had been pottering around, decided that
he should join me in the hammock. This wasn’t a problem, so I scooped him up and dropped him in. As I
leaned back there was the sound of a small crack, followed by an almighty one! The dog leapt off, I rolled
out and the apple tree to which one end of the hammock was connected came crashing down!
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Now, before you go thinking that this was due to lockdown gluttony on the part of either myself or the
dog, I can assure you this wasn’t the case. (And, if you were wondering, we were of course unharmed
with the exception of dented pride, which seemed to fuel the hysterical laughter coming from the veg
patch.) The tree, which had stood for so long, hadn’t produced fruit for the last few years. An examination
of the roots showed that they had rotted through. So, we’ve decided that now is the time for us to do
something more fit for purpose. We’re going to find a big post to concrete in so that we can hang a new
hammock, one that is big enough and strong enough for us and the dog to get in!
It made me think, though, (in the past few months perhaps it seems as though we might all have had a
little more time to think) that there are some things that do come to a natural end. There are sometimes
things in our lives that we need to let go of or change. Those which aren’t producing any fruit. Sometimes
it takes something to fall down or come undone to help us realise it, or to give us the reason to make the
necessary change. I wonder if there’s anything like that for you? Perhaps it can help create new
possibilities or new beginnings?
In the bible you can read about many new beginnings. One of the most famous examples is about a bloke
called Paul. He wasn’t a fan of the followers of Jesus as their stories of the resurrection and their teaching
of Jesus’ way of life threatened the authority of those with power. So Paul made it his business to hunt
them down and see them dead. He was rotten and the disciples were afraid of him. But one day his world
came crashing down around him when he met Jesus on a road and was blinded in a vision. Through God’s
love and forgiveness, he was able to make changes to his life and make a new start, replacing hatred with
love. He wrote in a letter “…so, if anyone is in Christ there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!” Paul came to know this for himself, as we can for ourselves
today.
Wherever we are in our lives today, perhaps we can take some time out (in our hammocks if we have
them and they are not tied to dodgy trees) to consider what new possibilities there might be for our own
lives and even in our journey of faith. Perhaps we might recognise those parts of our lives which aren’t
producing the fruit they could be and look for the changes we might need to make. And as we do that,
may God give us his peace.
With all blessings.
Revd Adam Watson

Readings for July 2020
Date

Sunday

5th

4th Sunday after Trinity

12th

5th Sunday after Trinity

19th

6th Sunday after Trinity

26th

7th Sunday after Trinity

First Reading
Genesis 24
34-38, 42-49, 58-end
Genesis 25
19-end
Genesis 28
10-19
Genesis 29
15-28

Second Reading
Romans 7
15-25
Romans 8
1-11
Romans 8
12-25
Romans 8
26-end

Gospel Reading
Matthew 11
16-19, 25-end
Matthew 13
1-9, 18-23
Matthew 13
24-30, 36-43
Matthew 13
31-33, 44-52
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Services
In light of recent Government announcements, we are exploring how we might make worship in our
buildings possible. We will adhere to the Church of England guidance as and when we receive it. Please
bear with us while we do this slowly and safely. Your safety is of prime importance to us.
In the meantime, do join our online services. You can find them at https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCOKNWD3T9weVg29uDy4nlw. Services take place on Sunday evenings at 7.15pm. On 26th July we are
hoping that we will be able to hold Holy Communion at 11am.

Threechurchespray
During July, St Mary’s, St Chad’s and St Germain’s churches in our benefice will be praying
for Welton streets as follows: Northfield Road, Stewart Close, Swen Close, Halfpenny Close,
The Eshings, Farm View and The Hardings.
If you would like to join us as prayer triplets or would like to know a bit more before you
make up your mind, please contact Glyn on 861907 or Dave on 860986.

End of St Mary’s News
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Answers to Bible Quiz
is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight
from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to
some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend
studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned
it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving she
brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. That’s a
fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not
necessarily capitalised. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister
or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is
responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising
event, which features this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper,
The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they
had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “The books are all right here in plain view hidden from
sight”. Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown.
One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers.
Also, keep in mind that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you
compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad
exodus. There really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.

West Lindsey District Council Budget Consultation
will shortly be setting the council tax for 2021/2022 and, as part of this process, is inviting
residents and businesses to comment on its budget proposals. This is a particularly important process, in
the light of shrinking central government support and the likely social and economic impact of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Leader of the Council, Cllr Giles McNeill, said that those who take part in the consultation can directly
shape the final budget for next year.
He said: “Local people are, rightly, always at the centre of everything we do. The health and wellbeing of
our residents is paramount, which is why we invested in leisure facilities, engaged with developers to
create new homes, worked with employers and education establishments to increase skills and job
prospects. We do all of this knowing you expect us to provide public services that are efficient and
effective, spending public money, your money, wisely. “The global coronavirus pandemic will leave a
lasting effect on our economy, our communities, on individuals and their families and friends, for years to
come. As a council, we have led the response, through organising community hubs, providing vital
support and advice, issuing grant funding on behalf of the government to local businesses. The impact on
the council’s finances is significant. With reduced income and additional costs, we need to act to balance
our next budget. That is why it is important that local people have their say.”
Information is available on the website page www.west-lindsey.gov.uk/budget2020. This includes a
useful 10-minute video which sets out what the council is trying to do and a survey which you are invited
to complete online (or you can request a paper version). The closing date for the consultation is 27th July.
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Hackthorn C of E Primary School
curious about how our local schools have
adapted to the changes that needed to be made to allow
some pupils to return and how the pupils have felt about
going back to school, so I asked our local schools to write
something for this month’s issue. Karen Appleby,
headteacher at Hackthorn C of E Primary School, invited
me to come along and see for myself and meet some of
the returning pupils.
Before I visited, Mrs Appleby sent me a PowerPoint presentation that the staff had produced and sent to
all parents prior to re-opening the school. This allowed the parents and their children to see what changes
had been implemented so that they were prepared for the changes that had been put in place. You can
see some of the slides from that presentation here.
Mrs Appleby said that it had been a massive challenge to

rearrange the school to form four ‘bubbles’ (reception, year 1,
year 6 and keyworkers’ children) that met government
guidelines for social distancing and keeping the children safe.
Because Hackthorn is such a small school with only two
classrooms and no hall, the staff had to be creative and
inventive when it came to finding the four spaces required.
Significant changes had to be made, rearranging the furniture
and storing away soft toys. One of the biggest challenges was
toilets, because each bubble has to have its own toilet, but by making one of the boys’ toilets unisex for
year 6 pupils they have managed. Tables have been placed in the main corridor to create a one-way
system and there are markings on the playground where parents can stand when they come to collect
their children at the end of the school day. Parents have also been given allotted times for drop-off and
collection, helping to ensure that social distancing is maintained at the start and end of the school day.
I went along to the school on a warm sunny afternoon and when I arrived the pupils were in the
playground having hymn singing practice. Although all the pupils who have returned to school (about
one-third of the total) were there, they remained in their bubbles and were socially distanced; but they
were obviously enjoying being able to sing together and see each other. Five-year-old Ava remarked on
how some of the children had grown since she last saw them!
When singing practice finished, the pupils returned,
one bubble at a time, to their classrooms with the
exception of the pupils who had agreed to talk about
their experiences. Charlie, Bella, Emily, Clara, Harish,
Ava and Aanya, sat in the playground with me and
Mrs Appleby and talked about what it had been like in
lockdown and how they felt about returning to school.
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As you would expect, they had missed their friends during
lockdown as well as other family members who live far
away. Bella told me that she had seen her great-gran for the
first time that day because it was her 95th birthday so they
had gone to the care home where she lives to wish her a
happy birthday from a distance. Charlie had been bored and
the older girls said that they had felt lonely and isolated at
times. Among the positives of lockdown for Emily, Clara and
Charlie, were being able to spend more time playing with
their pets; others enjoyed having more space to do their schoolwork. Parents will be pleased to hear that
their children thought they had done quite a good job of home education, although Mrs Appleby said it
had been a challenge for some of them who were glad when the children were able to return to school.
All the children agreed that being able to see their friends again was the best thing about being back at
school. They were also enjoying having three PE lessons each day (Mrs Appleby explained that this gives
the teachers a break from quite intensive classes as well as giving them time to clean the furniture and
other items in the room, as required).
Hackthorn is a school where there are lots of hugs and
the children do miss that. They understand and accept
that they can’t do that at the moment but for the most
part the children were very positive about being back
at school. Key stage 2 pupils love having a double desk
to themselves (Hackthorn still has the old wooden
desks with lift-up lids). Pupils attend three days a week
and on the other two days have Zoom lessons.
Although they think the Zoom lessons are ‘OK’, they
much prefer face-to-face lessons. They all seem to
have adapted very easily to the changes in their lives. Mrs Appleby said that most of the children were
very quiet on the first day back but after that returned to their normal selves. Perhaps children are more
resilient than we give them credit for.
Charlie commented that in 20 years’ time children will be taught about this pandemic in history lessons
and he is right. I asked if any of them had been keeping a diary and Harish said that he has. It’s something
he’s been able to do because he has his own space at home where he can write and do his schoolwork,
something he really enjoys.
During lockdown, two of the teachers had 40th birthdays and
the staff and pupils would normally all celebrate this together.
Parents were asked to record birthday messages and their
children singing for Mrs Woods’ birthday. Several weeks later
a second secret mission took place when everyone was asked
to perform and record TikTok dance videos to celebrate
Mrs Dodson’s 40th. Both contributions were incorporated
into special birthday presentations. Everyone joined in –
parents, younger siblings who are not at school yet, even pets
made an appearance!
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On the Friday before my visit, Mrs Appleby delivered the school’s first whole school assembly via Zoom.
The pupils who have returned to school were in their bubbles with the adult assigned to their bubble.
Those who haven’t returned yet were at home as were some of the staff who are not back at school
because they are shielding, and Mrs Appleby led the assembly from her office. All the staff and pupils
were able to see each other for the first time in many months.
On the day of my visit, Ava and Aanya were celebrating their fifth birthdays. As I left the school they were
on their way to ring the ‘birthday bell’. The bell is situated on the outside of the school building and is
rung once for each year of the child’s age and can be heard by the whole community.
I was very pleased to have been allowed to visit the school and meet the pupils, so thank you all for talking
to me.
Dorothy Russell
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Netball News
‘Pass Around the World’
Farr student and U19 squad player, Ella Thornton from Ingham has set up
and is helping with the administration of the Aspire Elite Netball Academy’s ‘Pass Around
the World’ in aid of the United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust Charitable Fund and
Scunthorpe & District Mind.
Aspire athletes from all groups from Little Stars to Elite Plus, coaches, parents, siblings
and grandparents are all joining in!
The goal is effectively to pass a netball the full circumference of the earth.... 40,075
kilometres. Passes are counted using the two-metre rule! Standing two metres from a
wall/rebound net and passing the ball allows it to travel four metres. In total 10,018,750
passes are required, so it will be no mean feat!!
So if you hear a consistent thud of ball on wall or twang of a rebound net you are
probably living next door to a netballer incorporating some ‘passes around the
world’ in with their home training. You can see Ella in action on the NEWS
website on the Video and Audio Articles page.
You can support the local girls in this marathon effort by visiting
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com and searching for Aspire netball pass around
the world.
The target is to raise £1000 and so far at the time of writing £835.00 (£1,043 with gift aid) has been raised.

24 Miles in 24 Hours
Farr U15 squad, Aspire Elite Performance and Lincs
County U15 Performance Academy player Poppy Watkin has set
herself her own challenge to help maintain her fitness and endurance
throughout the lockdown.
Starting on 27th June, her aim was to run 24 miles in 24 hours, one
mile in each one hour period starting at 10am. Throughout the day
and night she had to plan her meals and any sleep around the run.
Poppy’s target was to raise £500 for St Barnabas Hospice, and at the
time of writing she had surprassed that with a total of £745!

So Poppy’s efforts have been rewarded. To leave a message of congratulations or to donate, go to
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/poppy-watkin.
Karen Lawrence
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Welton Patients’ and Doctors’ Association (PDA)
things are beginning to ease a little I am now getting a few requests for transport to outpatient
appointments. We are still available to take any patient registered with the Welton Family Health Centre
to any medical appointment if they have no other way of attending. Both passenger and driver will be
asked to wear a mask and the passenger should sit in the back of the vehicle diagonally opposite the
driver. You will probably also have realised that PDA drivers are delivering some of your prescriptions.
We will be holding a raffle later in the year, with tickets hopefully available from early July. We will, of
course, be adhering to government regulations at that time regarding social distancing. If anyone reading
this owns a business or is self-employed, would you consider donating a prize, please? It could be
something like five hours garden work, making a wooden item, a day’s painting, external window cleaning,
etc., if you are self-employed and this is your trade; or you could donate a prize purchased from another
business.
We have also created a crowd funding page (https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/welton-pda).
The PDA committee gave a lot of thought to this suggestion which originally came from a patient who said
that this would be a good way of showing appreciation to the health centre.
When the weather improves a bit there will be a sales table at 25 Sudbrooke Road, Scothern, selling items
to support the PDA. If you are passing, have a look, you might just find something you didn’t realise you
needed!
Please take care of yourself and others.
If you need any further information or are willing to offer a prize for the raffle please get in touch with
me.
Janet Goddard
Tel: 862570
Dates for your 2020 diary (if these events have to be
cancelled, we will let you know as soon as we know):
24th October: Autumn Fayre
4th December: Christmas Lunch
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Welton Village Hall Trust
village hall has been going through the longest period of inactivity in its existence, so we’re very
pleased that things are beginning to get under way again.
Already back in is Helping Hands pre-school (see below) and the go-ahead has now been given for
community buildings to re-open altogether from 4th July. As a result, we hope that several more users
will return in the near future. The main hall is large enough for adequate social distancing arrangements
to make small groups viable and we have taken steps to put in additional sanitation stations and to meet
any other requirements.
That said, of course, many events, like the annual pantomime, have been lost and others are in the
balance. Many user groups have the double difficulty of both being run by and for those in the groups
most vulnerable to the virus. There seems no timetable, as yet, for many of these organisations to resume
face-to-face activities.
Despite the uncertainty, the management committee is confident that the hall will resume its central part
in the life of Welton and, as always, we will be pleased to discuss any ideas with potential users. We will
do whatever we can make any activity possible within the regulations and best advice at the time. Just
contact us through the bookings email address or give me a ring on 860454.
Graham Nicholls

Pre-School Re-Opens
and organisations of all kinds are starting to resume activities slowly and cautiously and
on 19th June some children were able to go back to Busy Hands Pre-school, based at the village hall, albeit
on a limited and strictly regulated basis.
Legally, pre-schools were allowed to resume from 1st June but Jo
Carrick, owner and manager of Busy Hands, said that initially the great
majority of parents thought that was too early. A couple of weeks on,
with continued improvement in the overall Covid-19 situation, a
number felt the time was now right and so two ‘bubbles’ with six
children and a separate staff team for each are now operating for the four
weeks of term that remain. One bubble comes in on Monday and Tuesday mornings and then all
equipment is cleaned thoroughly in time for the second bubble, with its entirely different group of
children and staff, to come in on Wednesday and Thursday mornings.
Jo said that re-opening had required the re-writing of procedures and the introduction of enhanced
cleaning regimes. The bubbles ensure that there is complete separation of the groups of children and the
staff who work with them. Term ends in mid-July and until then Jo has given priority to those children
who are due to go to school in September to prepare them again for the routine of school. The situation
in September is still very unclear; the waiting list is full but planning and preparations are difficult, not
least because it is not possible to show new parents around. Jo remains confident, though, that she and
her staff will be ready.
Graham Nicholls
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St Mary’s C of E Primary Academy

has been some time since I last wrote, so much has happened over the last few months and that is no
different for our school community. Having found ourselves living in such unprecedented times, we have
all had to learn to adapt to living (and schooling) in a different way.
In the last few months there have been many challenges
and much heartache and sadness, but this time has also
been one of opportunity, reflection and a chance for our
school community to come together as one. What these
difficult times have shown us, more than any time
before, is how important our school is to our children,
staff and families and that the values that we hold so
close to our hearts are alive in all that we do. With the
challenges and the rapidly changing circumstances we
were all faced with, our school family showed that
together we could work through the difficulties, support
one another and ride out the storm. At the end of the
storm we knew there was a rainbow; a rainbow of hope.
You may have seen the many rainbows created by our
children as you took your daily walks around the village.
Our children hope that the rainbows brought smiles to
you all at a time when life has been difficult. At the time
of writing this article, as lockdown is being relaxed, there
is real hope that come September the storm will be
nearing its end and that many more of our children will
be able to return to school safely.

Thank you to one of our children who
created this great piece of artwork

Not only have our school values been lived through over the last few
months, our children have been sharing our school rules with the
community. Our rules, whilst written for our school family, have
been relevant to everyone – Be kind. Be responsible. Be safe.

So what has been happening at Welton St Mary’s Church of England Primary Academy over the last three
months?
Our school has been open every day, including holidays, for all the children of keyworkers and for
vulnerable children, whilst all other children have been learning at home. Teachers have been providing
home learning for all the children as well as regularly phoning them and communicating and marking work
through an online tool. Learning hasn’t stopped! Not only has academic learning been taking place, so
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many more life skills have been learnt. Early on in lockdown we were keen to look for the positives and
opportunities in a difficult situation. Children have learnt about kindness, responsibility and how to stay
safe, along with how to build and strengthen loving, caring relationships. They have learnt how to
empathise, be generous and understand that we are living in a world where we have to think before we
go to the kitchen cupboards. They have learnt how to plan effectively so that what we have goes a bit
further and that we can’t always have what we want. These are all important lessons that our children
will keep with them for the rest of their lives and which will be shaping our society into a more tolerant,
understanding and better place to live once the storm ends. The children have learnt the importance of
quality time as a family; having fun, playing games together, reading together, playing catch in the garden,
talking together and laughing.
No one could foresee that lockdown would last so long.
Over the last few weeks we have prepared for the wider opening of our school. This has not been easy.
We have received an endless amount of guidance through which we have needed to navigate but we
managed it. Mr Baren, our caretaker, has been an absolute star by moving furniture, measuring out twometre squares, taping the floor, putting arrows around our one way system in school and painting social
distancing circles outside school and leading up to each classroom. With the support of an amazing staff
team, in a short amount of time our school was ready to welcome back more pupils at the beginning of
term six. Even Foxy (have a look at our ‘Returning to School’ section on our website) helped prepare the
children!
We asked the year 6 children to share their initial feelings about coming back to school. They have said:
‘We are enjoying spending time with different children, not necessarily in our classes.’
‘It is difficult staying two metres apart, particularly at playtimes as we are used to playing with others
in close proximity! This is a challenge but as a group I think we are rising to it!’
‘It’s challenging not necessarily having our friends in our group as these have been mixed up and
the groups are in on different days but we are turning this into a positive and seeing it as a great
opportunity for secondary school to build friendships with new people, which is what we will have
to do in September anyway!’
‘Seeing friends again after a long period of lockdown is really good and we are enjoying the routine
of school and being back in the school environment.’
For me, as a headteacher, at the beginning of lockdown it was hard getting up and realising that the way
my day was going to be was so very different to what we were all used to. No happy, smiling faces arriving
at the gates each morning, excited to be starting another school day; meeting with all the teachers via
computer links rather than meeting our staff team face-to-face; not seeing all the children in classrooms,
the buzz and enjoyment of all the new learning together in one room. I missed the knock on my office
door from a child wanting to share work they are proud of. I missed the togetherness of our collective
worships, a whole school being together for those special times of day and I missed the chats with children
in the corridor as they were making their way to lunch and onto the playground. School was quiet, the
playground was silent and that special feeling of community and family within the school building was
missing. There was no chatter in the corridors, no laughter on the playground, but thankfully all of these
things are now returning. The storm is now passing and that rainbow of real hope is there. The school is
awakening. Children are returning, happy to be back. The children have been amazing at following our
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new routines and keeping themselves and others safe. Whilst there was some anxiety and worry as to
whether the children could social distance, whether they would be able to work in the classroom in the
new ways, we did not need to worry. They can and they have, and they’ve done it with a smile.
What the last few weeks have taught me is that whilst our school may look different, the people in it are
the same, the relationships within school are strong, the values we hold are clear, and we have a
remarkable school community where ‘together we care, learn and thrive’.
Mrs Nicola Gough
Headteacher
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One Hair and Beauty
We are delighted to let you know that we will open
for business again on Saturday 4th July.

Thank you to all our lovely clients for supporting us
during this time. We are super excited to be able to
look after you all again.

We are doing all we can to protect our clients and
staff while the coronavirus is still ongoing and have
been busy implementing safety measures in the
salon. We now have all the procedures in place to
make your visit as enjoyable as before but with your
and our safety in mind.

For appointments, you can call us on the salon
phone (01673 862732) and leave a message (the
answering message takes a little while to click in).
Leave your name and number and we will call you
back. Or you can contact us through our Facebook
page.
Carol Hindletoft
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Welton Pantomime Group
is with great sadness that we have decided not to go ahead with the planned pantomime at Welton
Village Hall this year. It may seem early to have made this decision but there is a lot of background work
that goes into set-building and costumes, which begins in June, and rehearsals which begin at the end of
August. It would be extremely difficult to maintain social distancing while preparing and rehearsing, and
set-building is a group effort which would be impossible as we are not able to meet as a group.
With such uncertainty around the current pandemic, we feel that the risks to health and finances far
outweigh the benefits of being able to put on the panto this year. The health of our audience and the
cast, some of whom are in vulnerable categories, are at the forefront of our decision.
We hope that you understand our decision and we want to stress that it was not a decision that we took
lightly.

We want to thank everyone for their continued support and look
forward to welcoming you back on 26th and 27th November 2021
for our bigger and better performance of Snow White. Money raised
from the performances will be donated to the family of Elena Betts
for a project in her memory. You can find out more about Elena by
searching for Elena’s Story blog on Facebook.
#ElenaEffect#organidonation#giveblood

Follow the Welton Pantomime Group on Facebook to keep-up to-date with fundraising events and news.
Emmie Gamble

St Barnabas Lincolnshire Hospice
A big hello to all from St Barnabas Hospice. I really hope you are staying safe and looking out for each
other in what is rather a worrying and very challenging time for many. I also hope you have all been
enjoying the weather and making the most of our great outdoors.
We are delighted to announce that you can now book a slot in our very first ‘book and bring donation
drive-thru’!
The donation drive-thru at our warehouse on Cardinal Close, Lincoln, will be open by appointment only
to drop off your donations, from Monday 29th June for two weeks.
Go to
https://stbarnabashospice.co.uk/events/donationdrivethru/ to book a slot and read the guidance on
what we will and will not accept.
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Our Birchwood store will re-open on 6th July, the Forum and Wragby Road stores the week after, and
then hopefully, the remainder by the end of July. Please keep an eye on our website and Facebook page
for updates. We can’t wait to welcome you back to your local shop. Thank you for your continued
patience as our shops re-open. We are working carefully, following government guidance to keep our
teams and you, our supporters, as safe as possible.
St Barnabas Hospice is facing losses of over £1 million over a three-month
period because of cancelled fundraising events and activities and the
temporary closure of our charity shops. Despite this, we continue to
provide vital care and support throughout the pandemic to many
vulnerable patients throughout Lincolnshire who are living with life-limiting
or terminal illnesses. You can help us to continue to provide this care now
and in the future by supporting the hospice from the safety of your own
home. You could host a virtual ‘Gin and Jammies’ party or take part in
virtual challenges such as ‘On Yer Bike’, ‘Adidas City Run’ or the ‘2.6
challenge’. There is a whole range of adapted events in place of those the
hospice would normally host.

In addition to virtual events, you can support us by joining our
lottery, leaving a gift in your will, dedicating a dragonfly in memory
of a loved one or simply by making a donation. The hospice has a
range of ideas suited to all types of supporters. To find out more,
visit www.stbarnabashospice.co.uk/fundraising-ideas.
Again, thank you for your continuing support at what is a very
challenging time.
Stay safe everyone.
Rebecca Hooten
Senior Corporate and Community Fundraiser
E-Mail: Rebecca.hooton@stbarnabas.co.uk
Tel: 07825 713666

Summer Reading Challenge
the Welton Library is currently closed, we are pleased to announce that the Summer
Reading Challenge is going ahead and this year it is online.
For those of you who are familiar with the past format, there are no printed collection cards or stickers,
but there are still rewards to be had to encourage children to read over the summer. Additionally, you
do not need to be a member of the library to participate, you can register online and get access to
hundreds of ideas about what to read along with audio extracts read by famous story writers and readers.
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This year, Silly Squad, the Summer Reading Challenge 2020, will
celebrate funny books, happiness and laughter. Children taking part
in the challenge will join the Silly Squad, an adventurous team of
animals who love to have a laugh and get stuck into all different
kinds of funny books.
The Silly Squad Book Collection comprises a selection of must-have
reads for children aged four to 11, providing a wealth of inspiration
for young readers choosing books for this summer’s challenge and
beyond. Every title in the collection has been specially picked to reflect the funny theme, with plenty of
choices and genres to entertain readers at all stages. There are two lists, one for younger children and
one for more confident readers. Note, however, that any child participating can read any books of their
own choice and these, not just the ones listed in the collection, will be counted towards the challenge.
More details and audio extracts, can be found online at
http://sillysquad.org.uk
and
on
Facebook
at
https://www.facebook.com/SummerReadingChallengeUK.

Information for Parents and Carers
The Summer Reading Challenge, presented by The Reading Agency and funded
by the Arts Council, England, encourages children aged four to 11 to set
themselves a reading challenge to help prevent the summer reading ‘dip’.
With school life disrupted and many children missing the company of their
friends, this year’s fun-filled challenge will be all the more vital as a way of
helping parents and carers find fun family-friendly activities, maintain literacy
levels and create a safe space for children to connect with their peers.
The following is an extract from Guidance for Parents and Carers on The Reading Agency website:
The Summer Reading Challenge website is free to access and a place for children to rate and
review the books they are reading as they progress towards their reading goal.
The website features video content, games, quizzes and digital and downloadable activities to
incentivise and encourage children to take part in the challenge at home.
You can visit Lincolnshire Libraries website (https://lincolnshire.spydus.co.uk) to access
children’s reading materials and resources, including eBooks, audiobooks and comics,
completely free of charge
Your Child’s Safety: Your child’s online safety is paramount to us. When your child signs up for
a Summer Reading Challenge website account, we ask them to provide an email address for a
parent or carer. We then send the parent or carer an email asking them to approve the account.
This is to comply with the latest data protection laws.
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Every child is given a random screen name to help keep them
anonymous: When a child joins the Summer Reading
Challenge website he or she is automatically assigned a
random screen name (for example, Professor Iggy Wellington)
to protect their identity. The screen name will be displayed at
the top of the page when they sign in and will appear against
any content they post to the website.
Reading for Parents and Carers: The Summer Reading
Challenge is a great time to share and talk about books as a
family and to celebrate your child’s reading achievements.
Sitting down with your own book, newspaper or magazine,
sets a good example to children – they will copy you – and
reading a book together can really encourage a love of stories.
Discover adult reading lists and book reviews on The Reading Agency’s Find a Book page
(https://readingagency.org.uk/books/).
Michael Hubbert
Library Volunteer Co-ordinator

This Month in History
, Diana, Princess of Wales, born in 1961, Debbie Harry, singer, born in 1945; 2nd,
the Salvation Army first went into ‘battle’ in 1865, Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of
Canterbury, born in 1489, Sir Robert Peel, Prime Minster 1834-1835 and 1841-1846,
died in 1850; 4th, USA Independence Day, London’s first regular bus service
introduced in 1829, Sir George Everest, surveyor who mapped Mount Everest, born
in 1790; 6th, George W Bush, US President 2001-2008, born in 1946, The Dalai Lama
born in 1935; 7th, Mary Surratt executed in 1865 for her part in the assassination of
Abraham Lincoln, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, playwright, died in 1816, Ringo Starr, singer,
born in 1940; 8th, Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin, airship pioneer, born in 1838, Captain
Rambahadur Limbu, VC (pictured in 1984), one of 11 surviving holders of the Victoria Cross,
born in 1939; 9th, first lawn tennis championship at Wimbledon in 1877, King Camp Gillette,
inventor of the safety razor, died in 1932; 10th, Allied forces landed in Sicily in 1943, John
Calvin, reformer, born in 1509, Hadrian, Roman Emperor 117-138 AD, died in 138 AD; 11th,
the new St Mary’s Primary School, dedicated by the Bishop of Grimsby, opened in 1984; 12th,
Henry VIII married Catherine Parr, his sixth and last wife, in 1543, Bill Shankly retired as
manager of Liverpool FC in 1974, the Prince and Princess of Wales announced their intention to divorce in 1996;
13th, ‘Night of the Long Knives’ when Prime Minister Harold Macmillan sacked seven of his cabinet ministers in
1962, Malcolm Parish, village treasure, born in 1934; 15th, St Swithin’s Day, Jerusalem
captured by the Crusaders in 1099, Billy the Kid, outlaw, shot dead in 1881; 17th,
world’s first record of a solar eclipse made in China in 709 BC, the Royal Family changed
its name from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor in 1917, Janet Douglas burnt at the stake
as a witch in 1537; 18th, the headmaster of St Mary’s School, Mr Wakerly, retired after
31 years’ service in 1967; 20th, Edward Leigh MP, born in 1950; 21st, Tate Gallery
opened in 1897, Trans-Siberian railway completed in 1904, Neil Armstrong became the
first person to walk on the moon in 1969; 25th, army surgeon James Barry died in 1865 and was discovered to be
Margaret Bulkley who had lived as a man in order to be trained and employed as a doctor; 27th, The Bank of
England founded in 1694, Clement Attlee became Prime Minister in 1945.
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Staycation on the Suffolk Heritage Coast
are in the news at the moment, seemingly suggesting that holidaying in this country is
a last resort rather than a positive option. This country is filled with wonderful places to visit, some for
just a day or two and others for a full holiday.
Last month I wrote about places in north Kent and this month I am writing about the Suffolk Heritage
Coast between Southwold and Aldeburgh, together with some photos.
Southwold, a traditional seaside town, is almost an island as it is bounded by the River Blyth and
Southwold harbour to the south west, Buss Creek to the north and, of course, the North Sea to the east.
This means that there is just one road in and out of Southwold which runs through neighbouring Reydon.

When picturing Southwold the immediate image that comes to
mind is of the very colourful beach huts. These are very popular
and cost between £45,000 and £150,000 depending on the plot.
You can rent a beach hut for £150 to £650
per week and enjoy the sandy beach and
long promenade.

The pier is a major tourist attraction with entertainment, exhibitions, food and
shops. The original pier was built in 1900 but was severely damaged in
tremendous gales in 1934 and again during WWII. Thanks to considerable effort
by local people and businesses, the current one was opened in 2001 and has
created renewed interest in piers.
The brilliantly white lighthouse, still a working example, can be seen all over
the town and is popular with tourists. It first went into operation in 1890 and
was electrified in 1938.
In the town there are a variety of restaurants and
tea rooms and Southwold is the home of Adnams
Brewery for those who
need something a little
stronger than a cuppa.

The area between Southwold and Aldeburgh has many nature reserves for those interested in wildlife.
The most well-known of these is RSPB Minsmere, which came to prominence when used by the BBC
Springwatch team. It boasts some of the UK’s rarest wildlife, including bitterns, avocets, bearded tits,
nightingales and marsh harriers. It has coastal lagoons, lowland wet grassland, shingle vegetation and
lowland heath.
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Aldeburgh is not only known as a traditional seaside resort, but also because it was the home of composer
Benjamin Britten and his partner Peter Pears. Much of Britten’s music was inspired by the area and he
founded the International Festival of Arts at nearby Snape Maltings in 1948. Snape Maltings is well worth
a visit.

There are many 19th century pastel-coloured villas along the
seafront. Fishermen’s huts sell the catch of the day and you can
see fishing boats hauled up on the pebble beach. Wandering along
the seafront just outside the town you can see the steel sculpture
known as ‘The Scallop”, which was crafted by Sam and Dennis
Pegg. The inscription
along the top of the
sculpture reads; “I
hear the voices that will not be drowned”, taken from
Benjamin Britten’s opera Peter Grimes. At the other end of
the beach by the marina are the 19th century Martello towers
which formed part of this country’s defence system at that
time.

All along this coast there is a continuous threat from the sea and most of the Tudor town and port were
lost to the sea in 1529. The town suffered in the floods of 1953 and, although the defences were
strengthened, the battle between land and sea continues!
Thorpeness is an interesting place. Originally it was a
small fishing hamlet in the 19th century and folk tales
were built around it being a route for smugglers into
East Anglia. In 1910 a Scottish barrister, Glencairn
Stuart Ogilvie, who had made his money building
railways around the world, increased the family’s local
estates by buying more land, including Thorpeness.
He developed it as a
private fantasy holiday
village for his family
and friends. It included
a country club with
tennis courts, a swimming pool, a golf course and clubhouse and many
holiday homes built in the Jacobean and Tudor revival styles. These houses
still make up most of the village today. The almshouses, a feature in the
village, were built in the 1920s. A water tower built in 1923 was considered
an eyesore so the tank was clad in wood to make it look like a small house
on top of a five storey tower! It is known as the ‘House in the Clouds’. In
1972, to pay death duties, many of the houses, together with the golf
course, were sold off.
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There is a large artificial lake known as “The Meare” where a variety
of colourful boats can be rented and where many events take place.
It is a splendid area for wildlife
as well and, indeed, it is here,
after many years of trying,
that I finally managed to get a
photo of swans in their
mating ritual where the
necks form a heart! There is
a café next to the lake which provides a comfortable place to
watch the activity and a vintage antiques and collectibles
market of stalls, tables and cabinets.
So, there is plenty of interest along the Suffolk Heritage Coast and the area is well worth a visit.
Jim Blainey

Hare Today
Another story of fictional Louth police officer, Sergeant Long
Long gazed out across the Lincolnshire Wolds and,
as usual, was amazed by their beauty, the rolling farmland, the
chalky streaks in the ploughed fields, the wooded hollows hiding
secretive streams, and the sheer emptiness. Of course there were
regular visitors to the area, but he knew they were in two minds
in saying too much about how lovely it all was. Part of them, and
part of him, just wanted to keep it to themselves. He had lived
here all his life and never really felt the need to go anywhere else.
He had tramped just about every public footpath and, to be
honest, some that weren’t public, and he had marvelled at the
wildlife, even if there was less of it now than there used to be.

The hare was his favourite, right from being a boy. Then, the farmers would carry their guns with them
in the open cab of their combine harvesters, gradually trapping the frightened animals in the decreasing
square of uncut barley and then, when they made a run for it… In his youth he hadn’t thought twice about
it, nor the provenance of the jugged hare that he often had for tea, but now hares were less common and,
like many things in his life, he had a more profound sense of what could be lost carelessly and never
recovered.
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So here he was, standing in a field with the sad remnants, just some fur and a smear of blood in the stubble
where the dogs had caught her. Probably her corpse was still lying in a hedge bottom; it wasn’t as though
this was done for any purpose except the kill. He knew that this wasn’t just a local bit of fun but part of
something much bigger, more pernicious. Men in
four-by-fours, packs of specially and secretly trained
dogs, big money changing hands and the death of
this hare probably already available online
somewhere on the web for those who knew where
to look. And in the corner of the field the evidence:
the big tyre tracks and the discarded bags of bottles
and food wrappers. Of course, these days there
were specialist units for this kind of thing but there
were always too many cases and not enough people
to follow everything up so he didn’t have any high
hopes of arrests.
At least, he noticed as he trudged back to his car, it had been an expensive day for one of them. There on
the gatepost was a scrape of black paint and, on the ground, the tell-tale signs of a broken side light.
It was a day or two later when he was walking down to buy some cheese at the shop on Eastgate that he
had to step into the road to go round a black Range Rover that was parked half on the kerb. Very
expensive, smoked glass and all; just one more rich and inconsiderate boy’s toy, he thought, until he
noticed the scratched and dented offside front, complete with broken light panel. He noted the number.
The phone call came back from CID: “Yes, it’s registered to a person of interest in an ongoing serious crime
investigation. What’s your connection?”
He could have said he was redressing the balance for a dead hare, but he thought better of it. Still, you
never knew. That bag of bottles and the paint just might be worth sending to the labs after all.
JP Melville
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Welton-by-Lincoln Parish Council
Financial Report 2019/2020
parish council raises a precept
each year to finance the services it
provides and to improve the facilities it
manages.
From September each year the council
and its committees meet and discuss
future
projects
and
spending
requirements. An estimate of the
precept for the following financial year
is required by WLDC at the end of
November, with the final demand
being submitted by the end of January.

[The accounting statement is shown
here. The full Annual Governance
Statement can be found on the Weltonby-Lincoln parish council website.]

When setting the precept, members are mindful of making increases and implement cuts where possible;
consideration is given to the services the council has to deliver and they prioritise these very carefully.
These include (this list is not exhaustive):
▪ Village maintenance: arranging grass cutting, painting benches and railings, litter picking and
emptying litter bins, gritting and many other daily tasks
▪ Staffing the parish office and employment of the facilities team
▪ Managing the hire and maintenance of Manor Park Sports Club
▪ Maintenance of the playing fields and play areas including the skate park
▪ Operating the library service and providing community hub events
▪ Floral displays, Welton in Bloom and ways we can improve the environment
The Precept this year was £150,637. Income was £42,794, including £9,821 of grant funding and
contributions, with expenditure of £72,802. Monies in the bank and ear-marked reserves held at yearend total £194,660.
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Income is generated from hiring out the facilities at Manor Park, library services, sale of books and village
maps, the provision of laminating and photocopying services, allotment rents and bank account interest.
The council has received the following grants/contributions:
£8,160
£1,661

Lincolnshire County Council
Lincolnshire County Council

library revenue grant
grass-cutting contribution

Manor Park generated income of £30,689 from the hire of the 3G pitch, playing field, pavilion and bowls
green. The costs for essential maintenance to the building, security, grounds, 3G pitch and bowls green
was £27,365. £2,805 was spent on the maintenance and replacement of play equipment.
The Library and Community Hub had income of £436 from fines, printing, photocopying and the sale of
donated books; Lincolnshire County Council has confirmed it will continue to pay the annual revenue grant
of £5,167 for the foreseeable future. The Community Hub events have proved to be very popular and it
is hoped they can resume as soon as possible.
The Environment committee oversees the allotments, which generated income of £285. The cost of the
Christmas tree, purchase, erection and removal, putting up and taking down the lights and the provision
of refreshments at the tree lighting was £1,018. Planting up and maintaining the floral displays cost
£1,982, which includes the purchase of five new planters. Maintenance of trees and shrubs on public
open space areas, additional work required to trees and strimming footpaths came to £6,727.
The Highways and Utilities committee expenditure in the main has been £6,084 for grass cutting and
grounds maintenance in the village and churchyard. The purchase and installation of new oak posts on
the corner of Cliff Road cost £577.
The Publications and Heritage committee paid for the printing of the Community Aid cards which were
delivered to all households in Welton and Dunholme. Delivery was very kindly arranged by Garry and Jo
Crowther at the Paper Shop.
Councillors incurred expenses totalling £211, covering the cost of training courses and travel expenses.
The parish council awarded £150 to the War Memorial Flower Fund and paid £266 for public liability
insurance for the May Fair (which has now been refunded).
The council appoints an internal auditor to assess the council’s internal controls on a regular basis;
covering procedures such as ensuring payments made have been signed off by the council, contracts are
correctly quoted and awarded, that the council has adequate insurance and that financial risks to the
council are properly managed.
The accounts for 2018/2019 were signed off by the internal and external auditors and the notice displayed
for the required period on the parish council notice board.
The precept for 2020/2021 is £166,177. This represents a 10.32% increase or 20p per week for a Band D
property estimated on 2020/2021 levels.
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The work I and my team carry out continues to increase; in particular, this year co-ordinating the
Community Aid project for Welton and Dunholme. Welton parish council is a very pro-active council; its
members are all unpaid volunteers who want to make a difference to where they live.
I would like to thank the chairman and councillors for their continued support. I cannot do all this alone
and take this opportunity to thank Linda, my Deputy Clerk, for all her hard work and support.
Unfortunately, Linda left us at the end of June to move with her family near to the coast. The facilities
team have continued their hard work with a forever increasing list of jobs, and for that I thank them.
Julie Murray, PSLCC
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
Welton-by-Lincoln Parish Council

Chairman’s Annual Report
Welton-by-Lincoln Parish Council 2019-2020
normally be giving this report at the annual parish
meeting, usually held in May, but as large gatherings are
currently not allowed, we most likely will have to wait unto 2021
for the next one.
The Council meets on the second Monday of each month, except
in August, and most committees meet bi-monthly. We have 13
councillor seats and in May of each year, the chairman and vicechairman are elected at the annual meeting of the parish council
which differs from the annual parish meeting which is for the
electors of the parish. We have not been able to hold this
meeting either and legislation was passed to enable the current
chairman to continue until next year.
We said a very sad goodbye to Cllr Eddie Reall, a serving member
of the council and chairman of the Highways and Utilities
committee and to Malcolm Parish, a past member and chairman,
who both passed away in February.
This year, up until lockdown, the council held 34 council and committee meetings and, in addition,
councillors attended training courses and local events and represented the council on committees of
other organisations and groups in the village and with the county and district councils.
As usual all the committees have been very busy throughout the year and a restructuring of these took
effect from the 1st April 2020; the Publications and Heritage and Twinning committees became the
Heritage and Events committee. The Environment and Highways and Utilities committees were
incorporated in the newly created Amenities and Services committee. The Planning committee was
re-named the Planning and Development committee and the Management and Audit committee is now
the Governance and Finance committee.
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The parish council entered East Midlands In Bloom for the first
time in 2019 and received a Silver Award, a real achievement.
The In Bloom competition has been cancelled for this year, but
you can still enjoy the floral displays which have a red, white,
and blue theme to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE
Day.
Unfortunately due to the coronavirus pandemic the May Fair
had to be cancelled. This was such a shame as we were
co-ordinating events with the VE Day celebrations and had
planned a tea dance with 1940s-themed entertainment and an
afternoon tea in the village hall.

West Lindsey Benefits Surgeries have been held in the parish office on Tuesday mornings and were well
attended; hopefully, they will soon be able to resume.
To commemorate the 125th anniversary of the formation of the parish council, honorary titles were
bestowed on Marlene Chapman and Malcolm Parish (prior to his passing) for their work in the community
and it is hoped a celebration can be held as soon as we are able.
I laid a wreath at the War Memorial on behalf of the village at the Remembrance Day service in November.
The lighting of the Christmas tree took place on the first Sunday of Advent with the Revd Carol Jones, the
recipient of the 2019 Community Award, turning the lights on. Councillors assisted in serving mulled wine
and mince pies to residents.
The Council is served by the Parish Clerk, Julie Murray, our newly appointed Administrative Assistant
Caroline Barnett, Internal Auditor and Data Protection Officer Sandra Waller, and our Facilities Team Rob
Lewis, Ken Moate, Sue Denton, Russ Howe, and Maurice Swinburn. Linda Blankley, our Deputy Clerk left
us at the end of June as she and her family are moving near to the coast. We would like to thank her for
the commitment she has given to the council and Welton during the two and a half years she has been
with us and wish her well for the future.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parish council staff, parish councillors, our county and
district councillors and the many organisations and individual parishioners and volunteers who have
supported us throughout the past year and in particular through these uncertain and unprecedented
times. Let us hope that we can be as back to normal as possible very soon.
Cllr Alan Greenway
Chairman, Welton-by-Lincoln Parish Council
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Temporary Traffic Restrictions
traffic restrictions will be in place as shown below for roundabout construction and
junction improvement works, between 20th July 2020 and 31st March 2021.
LOCATION AND NATURE OF RESTRICTIONS
Road closure order in place on:
Heath Road, Scothern (from A46 to a point 1,000 metres southeast)
Horncastle Lane, Welton (A15 to A46)
A46 Welton (from 500 metres south of Horncastle Lane to 100 metres East of Lincoln Road)
A46 (from Lincoln Road, Welton, to Dunholme Road, Dunholme)
A46 (from Lincoln Road, Welton, to Lincoln Road, Dunholme)
No right turn order:
From A15 onto Heath Lane, Scampton/Welton Cliff
From Heath Lane onto A15, Welton Cliff/Scampton
Footpath closure order:
Public Rights of Way 1035 and 166, Scothern (from A46 opposite Centurion Garage to Heath Road near
Scothern Cliff farm)
Shared use cycleway/footpath closure order:
A 46, Welton (northwest side only, between Lincoln Road and a point 375 metres southwest)
Lincoln Road, Welton (west side only between A46 and a point 90 metres north)
Lincoln Road, Welton (east side only between 65 metres and 125 metres north of A46)
30 mph speed limit order:
A46 Welton (between Lincoln Road and a point 800 metres southwest)
Lincoln Road, Welton (between A46 and a point 1,200 metres north)
A46 between Lincoln Road, Welton, and Lincoln Road, Dunholme
A15 Welton Cliff (between 200 metres north and 200 metres south of Heath Lane)
40 mph speed limit order:
A46 Welton (between 800 metres and 1,100 metres southwest of Lincoln Road)
A46 Dunholme (between Lincoln Road and a point 300 metres east)
A15 Welton Cliff (between 200 metres and 500 metres south of Heath Lane
No U-turn order:
A15 Welton Cliff (between Heath Lane and a point 1,750 metres north)
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Restrictions will be implemented as and when required in each location during this period. Signage
detailing accurate dates and times will be displayed on site in advance.
Diversion routes and vehicular/pedestrian access arrangements will be signposted.
This information is also available in map form at https://roadworks.org/.
If you have any queries or require further information, please contact the LCC Customer Service Centre
on 01522 782070.
Network Regulation Compliance Manager
Lincolnshire County Council

[This information will remain on the NEWS website, along with a map of the diversion route, on the
Updates and Alerts page until the roadworks are completed. Ed]
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Useful Contact Numbers
If your organisation is not listed, contact the editor to ensure that you are included in future issues. Please notify
the editor of all changes in names, titles or phone numbers
Churches
West Lindsey District Council:
St Mary’s Vicar, Revd Adam Watson ............... 565244
General ................................................ 01427 676676
Methodist Minister ............................... 01522 702887
Out of Hours Duty Standby Officer ... 01427 613960
Ladies Fellowship............................................... 861461
Lincolnshire County Council ................. 01522 552223
St Hugh’s RC Church, Lincoln ................ 01522 522971
Lincoln City Council ............................... 01522 881188
Threshold Church .................................. 07956 140167
Police
Community Bible Study..................................... 866467
Police – emergency ................................................. 999
Clubs/Associations
Police – non-emergency ......................................... 101
Bridge Club ......................................................... 861700
Play Schools and Pre-Schools
Dunholme Camera Club .................................... 860469
Busy Hands Pre-School ........... 863101/07895 950756
Dunholme Friendship Club ............................... 861172
Dunholme Pre-School ....................................... 866583
Family Twinning Association ..............862181/861284
Spring Nursery, Scampton .................... 01522 731941
Film Club ............................................................ 860998
Welton Pre-School ............................................ 860077
LIVES First Responders .......................... 01507 525999
William Farr Pre-School ........................ 07759 937556
Ramblers’ Association ....................................... 863444
Sports and Leisure
Royal British Legion ............................... 01522 502083
Badminton Club ................................................. 866213
Sports and Social Club ....................................... 861298
Cricket Club (Scothern) ..................................... 866285
Stonecliff Park Social Club ................................ 862411
Dunholme Indoor Bowls Club ........................... 861683
University of the 3rd Age .................................. 565295
Lincoln Tennis Academy ....................... 07739 582533
Welton and District Craft Class ........................ 866141
Music is Fun ....................................................... 862432
Community Services
Rednil Farm Riding Stables ............................... 860548
Dial-a-Ride .............................................. 01522 514477
Welton Bowls Club ............................................ 860949
Dunholme Village Hall ........................... 07789 368765
Welton Football Club (Boys and Men) . 07584 653877
Lincolnshire Library Service Helpdesk . 01522 782010
Welton Golf Society........................................... 860823
Lindsey Citizens Advice ......................... 01427 810914
Welton Imp Walking Football ............... 07904 986777
Lincoln Citizens Advice .......................... 03444 111444
Welton Manor Golf & Fishing Club .................. 862827
Post Office .......................................................... 862926
Welton Sports AFC Football Club ......... 07919 694232
Shoebox Appeal ..................................... 07789 368765
Yoga .............................. 01522 717850/07722 663498
Shopping Bus: Asda, Newark Road ...... 01522 533605
Welton Family Health Centre
Welton Litter Pickers ......................................... 860454
Appointments, Enquiries, Dispensary .............. 862232
Welton Luncheon Club ..................................... 860765
Community Nursing Team .................... 01522 533331
Welton Village Hall Bookings ................ 07342 209857
Health Visiting Team ............................. 01522 843000
Education
Midwives ................................................ 01522 512512
Dunholme St Chad’s CofE Primary School ....... 860597
Non-Emergency Out-of-Hours ............................... 111
Hackthorn CofE Primary School ....................... 860295
Patients’ & Doctors’ Association ...................... 862570
St Mary’s Primary Academy.............................. 860339
Women’s Groups
William Farr School ........................................... 866900
Breast Care ...........................................860837/860823
William Farr School Friends .................. 07753 963538
Dunholme Ladies Club ...................................... 862552
Men’s Groups
National Women’s Register .............................. 862665
Men’s Breakfast ...................................861461/860823
Young Peoples’ Activities/Clubs
Tremendoes ....................................................... 862011
Army Cadets ........................................... 01522 528109
Parish, District and County Councils
Brownies (Mondays) ............................. 07714 588631
Parish Council: Office & Chairman ................... 860336
Brownies (Thursdays) ............................ 07734 943079
County Cllr Sue Rawlins .................................... 885545
Guides (Fridays) ................................................. 860853
District Cllr Steve England ................................. 861342
Rainbows (Tuesdays) ......................................... 863115
District Cllr Caralyne Grimble ........................... 861150
Scout & Guide Hut Committee ......................... 862168
District Cllr Diana Rodgers ................................ 863385
Welton Kids’ Club .................................. 07748 432428
Parish Paths Coordinator .................................. 860336
Tree Warden ...................................................... 860336

